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2009ð10 RI President 

John Kenny, RIP (WWW.Rotary.org) 

My fellow Rotarians: 

The playwright George Bernard 

Shaw once wrote, ñImagination is 

the beginning of creation. You 

imagine what you desire; you will 

what you imagine; and at last you 

create what you will.ò 

There is no shortage in this world 

of people able to imagine a better 

future. But in Rotary, we do not 

just imagine that future ð we will 

it, and we work to create it. This 

we do through our two great 

strengths: our Rotary clubs and our 

Rotary Foundation. 

Over the years, I have been privi-

leged to witness firsthand the fruits 

of the outstanding work carried out 

by Rotarians all over the world, 

supported by the programs of our 

Foundation. One thing that im-

presses me is how these programs 

focus not on short-term satisfaction 

or reward for the giver. The best 

Rotary programs and projects fo-

cus on building for the future ï and 

making lives better for generations. 

Two decades ago, we Rotarians 

made a promise: to make life better 

for the entire world, forever, by 

eliminating polio. It has always 

been an ambitious goal, but it has 

always been a realistic one. And 

now, thanks to our Rotary Founda-

tion, we are closer than ever to 

reaching it. 

It is my hope that with the help of 

the Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-

tion and Rotaryôs US$200 Million 

Challenge, there will soon come a 

time when we will be able to say 

that we have made polio a thing of 

the past. For if we fail now, we 

will fail all those who have gone 

before us, and every child to whom 

we made a promise. If we fail, we 

risk our own good name, and the 

good name of all the Rotarians 

who came before us. 

We will not fail. We can and we 

must succeed. 

I know that each one of you recog-

nizes that The Future of Rotary Is 

in Your Hands ð and that the fu-

ture of our Foundation is as well. 

  

John Kenny 

President of Rotary International 

2009-10. (Rotary Images)  
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District Membership Ideas 

by Ron Townsend (Rome) 
District Membership Chair 

Valery Carey is the Membership Chair of 

the Rome Rotary Club. She and I have 

instituted a program called the Red Rib-

bon Program that is off to a great start. 

Her report is shown below... 

The Rome Club is now utilizing the Red 

Ribbon program at a much higher level 

than ever before. We took the information 

about this program that was out there 

and made it our own. 

When there is a New Member of Rome 

Rotary, their name badge will have a red 

ribbon attached to it. The red ribbon sig-

nifies a new member and alerts existing 

members to greet and help them anyway 

they can. The red ribbon is also a way to 

become instantly more involved and 

knowledgeable in Rotary. To have the 

ribbon removed, our new members will 

become involved in five areas of interest 

(their interest), and once completed, a 

ceremony celebrating their success and 

involvement will take place at the regular 

weekly meeting. 

Some of the areas of interest include be-

ing one of the greeters at the regular 

Tuesday meeting (a minimum of three 

weeks), to refer one company or individ-

ual to talk to our program chair, attend a 

meeting at another club, sit at a different 

table (minimum of three weeks), refer 

another individual to Rotary, attend a 

board meeting, attend an event, and so 

forth. 

Once the new member completes the five 

items, they will fill out a completion form, 

which also includes questions about the 

program, their experience in Rotary so 

far, and if they are comfortable enough 

we ask they tell us during the Red Ribbon 

presentation about their experience. If 

they are not comfortable addressing the 

group, the presenter will say a few words 

on their behalf from the information sheet 

that they completed. The mentor is then 

recognized for bringing in the new mem-

ber. 

One of the new members that just went 

through the program said that she felt 

better connected to the group, and in-

stantly involved. She said that she would 

not have done many of the items listed 

had it not been for the program. (The Red 

Ribbon program, member completion 

form and questionnaire, and presentation 

can be found on the Rome Rotary Web-

site.)  

The Red Ribbon Program works and I 

hope all district clubs will consider using 

it. 

A reminderé all club Membership 

Chairs should please send me their email 

a d d r e s s  A S A P 

(RTOWNSE3@TWCNY.rr.com). 

 
Fulton RC Student Recognition 

by Dick Kemmis (Fulton) 

Each month the Fulton Rotary Club in-

vites two G. Ray Bodley High School 

students to a Rotary Club meeting.  The 

students are chosen by the high school 

administration and are students who excel 

in their studies, sports, and service to 

their community.  Recently, Sara Jay, left, 

and Emily Rothrock, right were intro-

duced to the club by Rotarian Judy 

Young, center.  The club presents the stu-

dents with an achievement award for their 

community service work. 

 
District GSE Team Leader 

by Tom Collins (Moravia) 
District GSE Chair 

District 7150's GSE 

Team Leader selection 

committee met on 

Sunday, November 8, 

and interviewed four 

candidates for Team 

Leader of the GSE 

Team outbound to Ja-

pan in April 2010. All 

four candidates inter-

viewed well; but the 

nod went to Rotarian Pamela Matt from 

the Utica Rotary Club. Although a Rotar-

ian for only two years, Pamela impressed 

the selection board with her passion for 

Rotary, especially Youth Exchange; her 

travel experience; her demonstrated en-

ergy and organizational ability; and her 

composure and presence during the inter-

view process. DG Fred Cholet stated that 

he was extremely pleased with Pamela's 

selection and that he believes that she will 

be a great representative of Rotary Dis-

trict 7150. 

Recognizing that events do not always 

work out as planned, the selection com-

mittee chose a worthy alternate candidate, 

Rotarian Alan Byrne, from Syracuse Sun-

rise Rotary Club. Alan has agreed to work 

with selecting, training, and preparing the 

Team Members for this outgoing team to 

Japan's Rotary District 2640. 

Team member applications are still being 

accepted until November 30 and the final 

team composition should be announced 

by mid-December.  

mailto:RTOWNSE3@TWCNY.rr.com
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Books for the World Project 

by PDG Ward Vuillemot 
(Skaneateles) 

BFTW Ready to Ship - We now have 

26 pallets, about 40,000 pounds of 

books at the Laser Transit warehouse 

and ready to move to Houston, on the 

first leg of their journey to the chil-

dren of southern Africa. They should 

be on the road next week tucked 

snugly into a 53ô semi truck. 

My best estimate is that we currently 

have about 15 plus pallets of addi-

tional books in the pipeline ahead of 

the warehouse. Thanks to all the many 

folks and organization that made this 

happen. Keep those books a cominô! 

None of this could be done without 

the great support of our Rotary clubs, 

community organizations and other 

contributors, and the transit compa-

nies in CNY that have given ñabove 

and beyondò of their resources. 

Many thanks to Abe Morreli and 

Mike Ferro for taking the time and 

effort with me yesterday, at LASER-

Transit to consolidate and prep the 

pallets for shipment. Twas a greeeeat 

day! 

The  picture below is of many, but not 

all, of the pallets lined up to march 

onto the truck. 

Ps... Keep in touch with the project 

t h r o u g h  o u r  w e b s i t e 

www.d7150booksfortheworld.org. 

 
Coach Boeheim at the Dewitt RC 

by Mel Rubenstein (Dewitt) 

Coach Jim Boeheim was the guest 

speaker at a recent meeting of the 

Dewitt Rotary Club. This was a spe-

cial event held at the Lafayette Coun-

try Club which was open to the public 

and drew 115 Rotarians and visitors. 

The coach said that the departure of 

three starters from last yearôs team 

was a problem, but that he believes 

that the talented newcomers will make 

it a successful and exciting season. 

After his comments, Leo Eisner, club 

member and facilitator for the event, 

conducted an auction to benefit 

Coaches vs Cancer. Boeheim was one 

of the founding members of this or-

ganization that now consists of dozens 

of colleges throughout the country. He 

has also been one of their lead fund-

raisers for Coaches vs. Cancer. Leo 

began by auctioning two Hall of Fame 

basketballs signed by Boeheim and 

then sold posters of the team with 

each player's picture and signature. 

The event raised over $2,000 for 

Coaches vs Cancer including a $1,000 

check from the club.  

 
Oswego RC YE Student 

by Amber Withers 
(Palladium-Times) 

For 17-year-old Maria Gina Ficarella 

Masi, or Gina to friends, being an Ar-

gentinan exchange student in Oswego 

has been an enlightening and 

ñfabulousò experience. 

Coming to the close of her one-year 

stay in the United States, Gina said in 

addition to learning American culture, 

she has grown and learned many life 

lessons during her time in the Port 

City. 

ñI can feel and say that I have im-

proved a lot, and also that I feel strong 

enough to complete my year in the 

U.S.,ò Ficarella said. ñI think that 

since I came, I have grown up so 

much in different aspects. My mind is 

now more open for new thoughts and 

for new ideas.ò 

(Continued on page 4) 

Coach Boeheim and Leo Eisner  

http://www.d7150booksfortheworld.org
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The 17-year-oldôs hometown, with a 

population of approximately 56,000 

people, is the city of Villa Carlos Paz 

in the province of Cordoba, Argen-

tina. 

Ficarella said her mother first intro-

duced the idea of becoming an ex-

change student to her when she was 

young and the idea stuck with her. 

ñ(It) was my mom who 

told me when I was 13 

years old about the oppor-

tunity of going to another 

country for one year,ò Fi-

carella explained. ñI got 

really interested not know-

ing a lot about it. Over the 

years, she told me more 

and more about the pro-

gram. I was fascinated 

with the idea of sharing 

my culture with different 

families in a new coun-

try.ò 

Schools in Argentina and 

the United States are 

ñtotally different ð from 

the buildings to the classes,ò Ficarella 

said. ñEvery day, we wear a uniform 

and everyone looks the same. When 

you start high school, they put you in 

a class with 35 kids and you are with 

them through the six years of high 

school. For that reason, it is very easy 

to get close to the people in your class 

and make good friends. 

ñAlso, you donôt move one class to 

other, the teachers come to us,ò 

Ficarella added. ñWe donôt have 

lockers. So every day, we need to 

bring our books and folders for the 

four or six classes that you have that 

day ð we donôt have the same classes 

every day. The periods are 80 minutes 

long. In one year, you have 16 

different subjects, and you cannot 

choose them. There are no 

sports and no clubs after 

school.ò 

Ficarella said living with 

three different families 

while in the United States 

has allowed her to 

experience different 

cultures and meet more 

people. She added that 

living with families that 

had children was a new 

experience for her and an 

experience she learned 

from. 

The exchange student said 

it is hard for her to 

pinpoint one favorite 

experience during her stay, but said 

the opportunity to meet and share her 

experiences with other exchange 

students in the Rotary program has 

been one of her favorite aspects of the 

trip. 

ñMeeting someone who understands 

you better than anyone else because 

they are living the same as you is 

fabulous,ò Ficarella said. ñAt the end 

of our year, we are like a big family 

around the world. I never thought that 

I would have friends from more than 

20 different countries.ò 

Ficarella said her exchange students 

experience has given her a desire to 

learn more cultures. ñIôm interested in 

learning a few more languages, to 

explore different cultures and discover 

the world,ò she said. ñThis experience 

taught me that I must be independent, 

that I canôt be afraid to ask questions 

in order to get what I need. As my 

time in the U.S. is close to ending, I 

realize how this experience has 

impacted my life and how it has 

helped me think about my future ð 

how I want to face life and who I want 

to be.ò 

The Rotary exchange students 

program has given Ficarella an 

opportunity of a lifetime, she said. 

ñThrough Rotary, my dream of being 

an exchange student came true,ò she 

said. ñItôs the most wonderful 

experience that I have ever had, with 

useful life lessons. Thank you to 

Oswego Rotary Club for supporting 

my year here, my host families, and 

especially I have to thank you, my 

family at home, who always supports 

me in everything I decide to 

confront.ò 

Ficarella will return to Argentina after 

Christmas. 

(Continued from page 3) 

 
District 7150 Club Secretaries 

by Laraine Dell (GUS) 

A reminder to all Club Secretaries 

(and Presidents!)é Please send a 

copy of your Semi-Annual Report 

(SAR) to me as soon as it is com-

pleted. The membership numbers this 

district reports to Rotary International 

are based on your SARs. Your coop-

eration is sincerely appreciated. 
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Oriskany Falls RC Literacy 

Projects at Home and Abroad 

by Deirdre Purdy  (Oriskany Falls) 

Literacy is not just a project at home 

but a project that many clubs can take 

an active role in internationally. The 

Oriskany Falls Rotary got together 

with friends at Madison Central 

School in October to pull together a 

pallet of "gently used" books. The 

used text books will be part of an in-

ternational endeavor called "Books for 

the World.ò The books were replaced 

at MCS this year with new textbooks; 

however, the life of the older books 

was not complete. Rotarians Dick 

Boice, Nancy Austin, and Deirdre 

Purdy prepared the books for their 

long journey, with the help of Melanie 

Brouillette, Diane and Josh Peavey. 

The books are en route to Galveston, 

TX, where they will fill a shipping 

container. Two windows and a door 

will be placed inside the container as 

well. From Texas, they will travel to 

South Africa, and delivered to remote 

villages that do not have schools or 

books of their own. The shipping con-

tainers then have the door and win-

dows cut in to create an educational 

setting complete with books. 

Mel Brouillette commented, "In the 

past the books were either thrown 

away or given in smaller quantities to 

various individuals. This is the first 

time such a large number of books 

could be removed and put to good use 

somewhere else." There were 24 cases 

of books on the palette, and each case 

weighed over 80 lbs. For more infor-

mation on "Books for the World" go 

to 

WWW.D7150booksfortheworld.org. 

The Oriskany Falls Rotary is also 

pleased to announce the completion of 

its Summer Reading Program with 

Madison Central School.This past 

week, the club presented Madison 

Central School Elementary Principal a 

check for $150 to purchase new books 

and replace damaged older books in 

the library. School Librarian Laura 

Winchester was on hand to provide 

statistics and first hand observation on 

the success of the program. Thanks to 

all the teachers and Rotary volunteers 

who participated. Because of the pro-

ject success, the Oriskany Falls Ro-

tary unanimously agreed to support it 

again in the summer of 2010.  

 
Rome RC Celebrates its 90th! 

by PDG Mike Occhipinti (Rome) 

Rome Rotary's 90th Anniversary Din-

ner will be at the Franklin Hotel res-

taurant on Tuesday evening, Decem-

ber 1. The featured speaker at this 

event is Michael McGovern, Rotary 

International Director and Vice Presi-

dent 2007-2008. This party will com-

bine our Christmas Party along with 

our Anniversary Dinner. 

 Because of the limited space we can 

only accommodate 95 people ð so 

sign up early! The cost is $20.00 per 

person and the meal will be served 

family style. We are also working on 

having some entertainment at our 

party.  

 
District 7150 Polio Report 

by PDG Mike Occhipinti (Rome) 
District Polio Chair 

As of November 1, District 7150 has 

raised a total of $70.558.03.  

Clubs                                     Amount 

Adirondack Foothills 750.00 

Auburn  1,000.00 

Aurora  425.00 

Baldwinsville  1.065.00 

Camden  1,263.76 

(Continued on page 6) 

http://WWW.D7150booksfortheworld.org
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Camillus  669.37 

Canastota  730.31 

Cato  1,650.00 

Cazenovia  2,000.00 

Chittenango  1,800.00 

Clay-Cicero-N. Syr 200.01 

Dewitt  1,814.00 

Dolgeville  251.05 

Eastwood  3,230.00 

Fayetteville Manlius  1,000.00 

Fulton  500.00 

Fulton Sunrise  700.00 

Greater Utica Sunrise 1,000.00 

Hamilton  1,335.71 

Herkimer  60.00 

Kuyahoora Valley 500.00 

Little Falls  269.00 

Liverpool  1,225.00 

Marcellus  2,565.00 

Moravia  695.00 

New Hartford  1,530.00 

North Utica-Whitestown 500.00 

Oneida  2,350.00 

Oneida Shores  100.00 

Oriskany Falls  0.00 

Oswego  7,396.00 

Oswego Sunrise 27.00 

Rome  5,919.70 

Rotary E-Club                          10,550.00 

Sauquoit  1,170.00 

Sherrill  0.00 

Skaneateles  2,025.00 

Skaneateles Sunrise 135.30 

Solvay Geddes  200.00 

Syracuse   1,375.00 

Syracuse Inner City 1.000.00 

Syracuse Sunrise  0.00 

Tully  1,100.00 

Utica  2,801.82 

Waterville  1,000.00 

West Winfield  500.00 

  

DDF 2007-2008  4,000.00 

DDF 2008-2009  0.00 

Rotary District 7150 180.00 

   

Grand totals from DecïSep 09 

                        $70,558.03 

As of November 1, 2009, our District 

has raised $70,558.03 for polio, sav-

ing the lives of 117,597 children from 

polio. I would like to see our clubs 

reach the $100,000 mark by January 

30, 2010, in celebration of the birth-

day of our 32nd President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt, who ran our country from 

1933 to 1945 while having polio and 

who helped raised the dollars neces-

sary to find the vaccine that stopped 

the spread of polio. 

These are the latest figures of total 

cases of polio year-to-date from Octo-

ber 2008 to October 2009  

Total cases        2009   2008   Total in 2008 

Globally            1247   1431   1651 (-404) 

endemic coôs       976   1341   1505 (-529) 

nonendemic coôs 271   90       146 (+125) 

These are the four endemic countries 

with the most cases of polio: 

Afghanistan: Their total cases for 

2009 are 24 compared with 22 at the 

same time last year. National Immuni-

zation Days (NIDs) were held from 11

ï13 October using trivalent oral vac-

cine (tOPV). The next NIDs will be 

held from 15-17 November in coordi-

nation with Pakistan. 

India: The total number of cases for 

2009 was 498 compared with 496 at 

the same time last year. A sub-

national immunization campaign was 

held on October 4, using monovalent 

oral polio vaccine type 3 (mOPV3) in 

24 polio-infected districts. The next 

immunization campaign, targeting 

55.5 million children under 5 will be 

held on 8 November. 

Nigeria: The total number of cases is 

382, almost half the 736 cases at the 

same time last year. Immunization 

Plus Days (IPDs) were held from 10ï

13 October. The next IPDs will be 

held from 21-24 November. 

Pakistan; The total number of cases 

for 2009 is 72 compared with 87 cases 

at the same time last year. The month 

of October was declared as immuniza-

tion month by the Minister of Health 

with the aim of creating awareness in 

communities of need to ensure all 

children under 2 and pregnant women 

are up-to-date with routine immuniza-

tion during the month. NIDs were 

held from 12-14 October. An esti-

mated 92% of children in SWAT were 

accessible--the highest figure for more 

than a year. The next NIDs will take 

place 16-18 November in coordina-

tion with Afghanistan. 

The security situation in Afghanistan 

and Pakistan continues to deteriorate 

with unavoidable implications for the 

polio eradication program. Attacks on 

UN Staff in Kabul on the morning of 

27 October occurred while the Af-

ghanistan national staff meeting was 

taken place with many polio program 

staff members present. 

In his interview in the May issue of 

the Rotarian, Bill Gates said, ñBy the 

time the world is certified polio-free, 

Rotary will have raised $1.2 billion 

for polio eradication. Just as impor-

tant,ò Gates told the audience at the 

International Assembly, ñyou have 

kept it high up on the worldôs largest 

list of priorities. If we all had the forti-

tude to see this through to the end, 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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then we will eradicate polio. 

Always remember that as long as po-

lio threatens even one child anywhere 

in the world, children everywhere re-

main at risk. 

Until next month. 

 
District 7150 Foundation News 

by Bob Batley (Eastwood) 
District Foundation Chair 

November is the month to celebrate 

the programs of The Rotary Founda-

tion (TRF). Our district, as well as 

many other districts, celebrates with a 

special district dinner meeting. Ours is 

on November 18th at Dibbles Inn, in 

Vernon. (A separate notice has been 

sent out with details). 

Many of the clubs are having their 

own celebrations with special speak-

ers and activities at their weekly meet-

ings. 

Our District Foundation Committee 

has announced a project named 

"Putting a Face on The Foundation." 

Starting this month and continuing 

through the next months, committee 

members will be visiting clubs to ex-

plain and promote TRF. Committee 

members are listed in the District Di-

rectory and are available to speak to 

clubs. Contact a committee member 

or Bob Batley (TRF Chair) at 469-

5144 if you wish to set up a club visit.  

 
Credo Information 

by Dennis Schonewetter (Rome) 

Submissions to the 2009ï10 Credo are 

due no later than the first day of each 

month. The Credo will be published 

and distributed on or about the tenth 

day of each month. Send your articles 

to schonewetter@west-point.org. 

Distribution will be through email, on 

the District 7150 Web Site, and USPS 

mail. 

Emailed copies will go to all club 

presidents & secretaries, the District 

Staff, AGs, PDGs, and other persons 

designated by the DG. Email address 

corrections should be sent to the Dis-

trict Secretary, Laraine Dell when 

known, at 

larainedell@roadrunner.com. 

The Credo will also be available on 

the District 7150 Web Site as soon as 

it is published. 

DG Fred hopes that each club will 

make copies of the Credo available to 

their members through their own club 

email list and via paper copies to 

those members who do not have ac-

cess to email. 

Web Sites You Can Use! 

District 7150 Rotary Clubsô Meeting Days & Times: http://www.rotarydistrict7150.org/clubmtg2.html . 

District 7150 Calendar of Events: http://www.rotarydistrict7150.org/calendar.html . 

District 7150 Conference Information: http://rotaryconference.org/. 

Rotary Leadership Institute Information: http://www.rotarydistrict7150.org/LdrspInstitute.htm  & http://

www.rlinea.com/. 

District 7150 Youth Exchange Program: http://www.rotarydistrict7150youthexchange.org/. 

Rotary International & The Rotary Foundation: http://www.rotary.org/ . 

District 7150 RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Award): http://www.rotarydistrict7150.org/RYLA.htm . 

District 7150 Rotary e-Club NY1 Make-ups: http://www.rotaryeclubny1.com/home-pg.html. 

District 7150 Polio News & Updates: http://www.rotarydistrict7150.org/PolioPlus.htm. 
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Credo ð Rotary District 7150 Newsletter ð November Issue 

Page 8  



Credo ð Rotary District 7150 Newsletter ð November Issue 

Page 9  



Credo ð Rotary District 7150 Newsletter ð November Issue 

Page 10  


