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Nominations for 
District Governor, 2012ð13  

By DG Fred Cholet (Dewitt) and 
Dennis Schonewetter (Rome) 

All clubs in the district 

have been invited to 

submit recommenda-

tions for the nomina-

tion of District Gover-

nor for the Rotary year, 

2012ï13. This process happens each 

year, and we thought that you might 

be interested in knowing how it 

works. 

This yearôs nominees will be consid-

ered by the District Nominating 

Committee when it meets January 9, 

2010. 

To consider these nominations, the 

names were received by the Nomi-

nating Committee by December 10, 

2009. Nomineeôs names had to be 

submitted in the form of a resolu-

tion, adopted at a regular meeting of 

a Rotary club and certified by the 

Club Secretary. A club could sug-

gest a candidate for governor-

nominee who is a member of an-

other club, so long as the suggesting 

club first obtains the concurrence of 

the club where such candidate is a 

member. 

Clubs were asked to make an an-

nouncement at club meetings and 

post information in their newsletters 

to let club members know of this 

opportunity. The minimum require-

ments are that nominees must have 

board support, be a member in good 

standing for at least seven years by 

the time they take office, and have 

served as president of a club for a 

full term. The application must be 

fully completed, approved by the 

board, and signed by the club secre-

tary.  

The chair of the Nomi-

nating Committee is 

always the Immediate 

Past District Governor. 

This year that is Past 

District Governor Larry 

Calabrese. If anyone has specific 

questions about this yearôs nomina-

tion process, they can be sent to  

PDG Larry Calabrese via email at  

ltclar@roadrunner.com. 

Being a District Governor requires a 

lot of time and effort, and we are all 

benefitted when there are many 

qualified candidates to choose from. 

Want to be a DG? Speak with your 

board and start communicating with 

the current District Officers. 

Individual Rotary clubs belong to Rotary 

International. Individual members, or 

Rotarians, belong to a club. The club is where 

most of Rotarians' meaningful service work is 

carried out. Clubs can be engaged not only in 

their communities, but also internationally. 

What Rotarians get out of Rotary 

depends largely on what they put into it.  

mailto:ltclar@roadrunner.com
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Paul Harris Article in the 
December Rotarian Magazine 

by Dennis Schonewetter (Rome) 

All Rotarians in this District receive The Rotarian 

magazine each month ð it is paid for by each 

club when the semi-annual dues are sent in to RI. 

It is a very well-written periodical, but how many 

of us actually read it?  

December would be a great month to actually 

read The Rotarian. It is a source of good informa-

tion about what Rotary is doing around the world 

as well as having great ideas for club projects. 

One article in the December issue is well worth every Ro-

tarianôs time ð ñThe Remarkable Mr. Harris and The 

Club that Changed the World.ò  

Did you know that Paul Harris took a five-year trip around 

the world after graduating from law school? I did 

not know this. Did you know that Mr. Harris mar-

ried his wife Jean three months after he met her? I 

did not know that. I will bet that most district 

7150 Rotarians did not know those things either. 

Pick up your December issue of The Rotarian 

magazine and read it ð cover to cover ð you 

will enjoy it, and you might even learn a few 

things. 

 
Water Projects Report 

by Joette Dean (Oswego) 

District 7150 Water Projects Chair 

Water is in the news more and more 

frequently. 

Take for instance the recent Parade 

Sunday magazine section. 

In an eloquent article, ñBe part of the 

Solutionò by Matt Damon of the 

Borne Ultimatum and lately The Infor-

mant movies tells us why he is inter-

ested in bringing clean water to the 

children of the world. He has learned 

first hand from his trips to Africa, 

Haiti, and India. 

He says his mom had a Gandhi quote 

on their refrigerator that said, ñNo 

matter how insignificant what you do 

may seem, it is important to do it.ò In 

our district a small contribution to 

purchase a water filter saves the chil-

dren of a familyé 

He says of clean water that, ñé the 

most devastating thing about it is that 

it takes so little to change someoneôs 

life forever. It is so hard to decide 

where to give.ò Poverty feeds into the 

clean-water crisis, which contributes 

to hunger and so on. Thereôs undeni-

able interconnectivity among these 

issues. Just one of these problems can 

be deadly on its own, but in the most 

disadvantaged areas there is a perfect 

storm of problems. And it takes the 

greatest toll on children. Iôve been 

very lucky in my life, but even the 

average American lives in a way that 

is almost unthinkable to a couple of 

billion people in the world. For more 

info on Paradeôs giving challenge, go 

to www.Parade.com. I think our Dis-

trict is aware of these issues and tak-

ing up the challenge. 

For a business perspective Fortuneôs 

October issue included an article ñThe 

Future of Waterò by Beth Kowitt. Ms. 

Kowitt says, ñAs the worlds popula-

tion grows, freshwater resources are 
(Continued on page 3) 

http://www.Parade.com
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getting increasingly scarce. Thatôs 

driving a global boom in the business 

of desalination.ò 

ñYou may only think about the half 

gallon or so that you drink each day. 

But consider that the food that youôll 

consume today required more than 

500 gallons to produce. The t-shirt 

you are wearing took 713 gallonsé

The $30 billion desalination industry 

is expected to double in capacity by 

2016. Soon we may not be able to sat-

isfy our thirst with out it.ò 

The largest desalination company is 

Veoli Environment of France with 

sales of $18.5 billion in 2008. Other 

desalination companies are: Fisia Ital-

impianti of Italy ($1.45 billion), 

Doosan of South Korea ($428 mil-

lion), G.E. United /states (21% of 

revenues) and Befesa Agua of Spain 

($339 million). 

Kowitt says the U.N estimates there 

will be 1.8 billion people living in 

countries with water scarcity by 2025. 

Two-thirds of the global population 

could be under stress conditions. In 

the U. S she says water cost the aver-

age American family $413 in 2008 up 

from $282 in 1998ò ð water for 

thought. Will the cost of water be af-

fordable to those in need? 

Finally, our own The Rotarian maga-

zine featured water as a pressing issue 

in its September and now November 

ó09 issue. 

The article describes the clean water 

challenge ð womenôs role in water 

gathering, education in hygiene, wa-

terborne disease, water technology 

and international collaborations. 

District 7150 has a history of saving 

childrenôs lives with clean water pro-

jects. Last year six of six projects 

were funded, with 40 % of clubs par-

ticipating. 

This year the following clubs are on 

their way: Adirondack Foothills, 

Dolgeville, Kayahoora Valley and Lit-

tle Falls clubs have all contributed to 

DGN Jim Gasconôs Dominican Re-

public water project. Clubs who have 

expressed interest in the project are: 

Skaneateles Noon & Sunrise clubs, 

and Utica. The Rome club interact 

group raised $1,000 for the Haiti pro-

ject. Oswego Noon and Sunrise will 

fund the Honduras Pure Water for the 

World/ UNICEF project. 

Join us! Contact me about your water 

project: Joette Deane, District Water 

Projects Chair, 315-591-5284, don-

go5@aol.com. 

 

 

 
Local Student Award 

by Dick Kemmis (Fulton) 

Eric Belair, right, 

recently visited 

the Fulton Rotary 

C lub 's  noon 

luncheon to re-

ceive a certificate 

of achievement. 

Eric is a senior at G. Ray Bodley High 

School. Eric has a record of commu-

nity service. He has served as a volun-

teer meal server at the Syracuse Res-

cue Mission, the day before Thanks-

giving, and helps the seniors at 

Michaud Nursing Home. Eric is an 

outstanding athlete in both soccer and 

lacrosse. After graduation, Eric plans 

on attending Nazareth College and 

major in accounting. Youth program 

chairperson for the Fulton Rotary 

Club is Judy Young, left in the photo.  

 
When the Berlin Wall fell, 

Rotary was there  

Adapted from an article by 

Matthias Schütt 

(Rotary International News, 

12 November 2009 ) 

Enthusiasm for Rotary's role in a soon

-to-be reunified Germany was 

scrawled onto the Berlin Wall before 

it was dismantled in 1990. [next page 

ð Photo courtesy of Rotary Magazin] 

On a November 1989 evening, hun-

dreds of Rotarians participating in an 

International Institute packed the 

foyer of the Hilton in West Berlin. 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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They anxiously waited for 

taxis to take them to a 

host hospitality event, but 

none arrived. 

Finally, a hotel employee 

walked to a microphone 

and made an announce-

ment, as organizer Peter 

Lorenz, of the Rotary 

Club of Berlin-Spree, re-

counts: 

ñHe said, óWe have to ask for your 

patience because the taxis we called 

canôt make it to the hotel. As you will 

see, thousands of visitors from the 

eastern part of the city are on the 

streets, blocking access to the hotel. 

We have been waiting for these guests 

for 28 years, and we ask you to wait 

with us. The [Brandenburg] gate and 

wall are open.ôò 

The fall of the Berlin Wall 20 years 

ago this month marked the beginning 

of monumental political changes in 

Europe, but also the start of a new era 

in Rotary. The event is largely seen 

today as the launching pad for the re-

birth of Rotary across Eastern Europe. 

German Rotarians, stunned by the 

events of 9 November, rejoiced in the 

prospect of a reunified Germany and 

what it would mean to Rotary. They 

also wasted no time in getting in-

volved, even as the wall itself was 

coming down. Members of the Rotary 

Club of Berlin-Tiergarten welcomed 

visitors coming through the wall from 

East Berlin with tea and coffee. The 

Rotarians also donated street maps of 

West Berlin, which the visitors 

needed because their East German 

maps didnôt indicate any West Berlin 

streets. ñThe coffee went cold, but the 

maps went in a flash,ò recalls Berlin-

Tiergarten club member, 

Jürgen Thormann. 

In the weeks and months 

that followed, West Ger-

man Rotarians developed 

strategies for reestablish-

ing clubs that had once 

existed in the eastern part 

of the country, in cities 

such as Chemnitz, Dres-

den, and Leipzig. 

District governors from 

the Austrian and German districts dis-

cussed plans for expanding Rotary 

into East Germany and neighboring 

countries, including Czechoslovakia, 

Hungary, and Yugoslavia. Clubs and 

districts also began conducting semi-

nars with communities in East Ger-

many, many of which helped establish 

twin city programs or led to Rotary 

club projects that are still ongoing, 20 

years later. 

Even though the concept of service 

clubs was foreign to an entire genera-

tion in what had been East Germany, 

within a year after the German reuni-

fication, 49 new clubs were chartered 

there. 

In March 1990, Hugh Archer, who 

was RI president at the time and at-

tended the International Institute in 

West Berlin when the wall came 

down, traveled to the Kremlin to dis-

cuss the concept of service organiza-

tions with Soviet officials. Three 

months later, the Rotary Club of Mos-

cow was chartered. 

By the autumn of 1995, the reunified 

Germany had 91 new clubs, and the 

Rotary movement was rapidly ex-

panding into Eastern Europe. 

Adapted from Rotary Magazin, the 

certified regional magazine of Austria 

and Germany.  

 
Fulton Rotary Club Celebrates 

It's 90th Birthday  

by Dick Kemmis (Fulton) 

The Fulton Noon Rotary Club was 

chartered on November 1, 1919, mak-

ing the local service club 90 years old 

this month. Dick Kemmis, left, and 

Art Jones, right, elder statesmen of the 

Fulton Rotary Club, conducted the 

birthday celebration at a recent Rotary 

meeting. In 1919, 25 business and 

professional men, led by Frank Ash, 

of the Sealright Company, started the 

number 549 Rotary Club in the world. 

The Fulton Club was sponsored by the 

Syracuse Rotary Club which dates 

from 1912. The Rotary movement 

was founded in Chicago in 1905. The 

Fulton Club is the fourth oldest club 

in Central New York. The Utica and 

Auburn Clubs started in 1915, and the 

Rome Rotary Club followed a month 

later in December 1919. Today, there 

are nearly 34,000 Rotary clubs, with 

1.25 million members in 165 nations 

and territories. Ten years ago, in 1999, 

the Fulton Noon Club started the Ful-

ton Sunrise Rotary Club. Between the 

two clubs, Fulton has more than 50 

Rotarians today. 

 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Membership Thoughts  

by Ron Townsend (Rome) 

District 7150 Membership Chair 

I wanted you to read an article from a 

recent Rotary Zone Membership 

Newsletter I received. It is a another 

good idea about how to grow our 

clubs and retain our membersé 

Attitude is Significant ð Recently our club has 
been losing members due to economic conditions. 
We decided that we couldn't do anything about 
economic conditions, but we do know that people 
will put their money where their heart is, even in 
tough times. We scheduled a program for a regular 
meeting to talk about recruiting new members. In 
preparation for that, we carefully picked out 4 or 5 
Rotarians that we knew had a very strong love for 
Rotary and asked them to be prepared to tell why 
they joined or why they 
stayed in Rotary. We made 
it appear somewhat spon-
taneous and it triggered 
some folks that we hadn't 
arranged for to get up and 
give their 'Rotary testi-
mony'. We were amazed at 
how moving some of the 

stories were. 

One woman was brought to 
tears as she told the club 
that being a part of our 
organization had changed 
her life. She had been deal-
ing with low self esteem 
and had started to isolate 
herself. A friend convinced 
her to join our club and now 
she feels she has lots of 
friends and that she is part 
of something greater than 
herself. She is a new 
woman, thanks to Rotary. 
She said that if times got 
tough for her at this point, 
there are a lot of things she 
would give up before giving 

up Rotary. 

Another younger profes-
sional told us that when he 

transferred to our community he didn't know any-
one. One of his clients invited him to join our club 
and he immediately felt that he was part of the 
community. He went on to be our club president, 
become active in United Way, tutor kids at the high 
school, etc. He told us that some of his dearest 
friends are members of this club. Becoming a Ro-
tarian changed his life too. We ended the program 
by telling the members that when we ask someone 
to join Rotary, we are not desperately "selling" a 
product ð we are offering an opportunity to some-
one we admire to become part of something great. 
We are offering them a very valuable gift and we 

need to treat it as such. 

It worked. Since then, we have had members 
bringing prospective members like we haven't seen 
in years. Since that program, we have had pro-
spective members at every meeting, most of which 
have filled out the paperwork to become members. 
We were successful because we changed the 
attitude and the approach of those doing the invit-

ing. 

[Written by Past RRIMC Betsy Demary] 

 
Student Certificates of Achievement   

by Dick Kemmis (Fulton) 

Brittanie Rose, left, and Adam 

Wolford, right, were presented a Cer-

tificate of Achievement, by Rotarian 

Judy Young, center, at a recent Fulton 

Rotary Club meeting. Both students 

are seniors at G. Ray Bodley High 

School in Fulton. The Fulton Rotary 

Club honors outstanding students each 

month. These students have volun-

teered to help in many community 

activities, served as active members 

and officers in student government 

groups, and have achieved out-

standing school grades. Brittanie 

would like to become an elementary 

teacher and Adam would like to pur-

sue a career in engineering after 

graduation.  

 

District 7150 Polio Report 

by PDG Mike Occhipinti (Rome) 
District Polio Chair 

As of November 1, District 7150 has 

raised a total of $70.558.03.  

Clubs                                     Amount 

Adirondack Foothills 750.00 
Auburn  1,000.00 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Aurora  425.00 
Baldwinsville  1.065.00 
Camden  1,263.76 
Camillus  669.37 
Canastota  730.31 
Cato  1,650.00 
Cazenovia  2,000.00 
Chittenango  1,800.00 
Clay-Cicero-N. Syr 200.01 
Dewitt  1,814.00 
Dolgeville  251.05 
Eastwood  3,230.00 
Fayetteville Manlius  1,000.00 
Fulton  500.00 
Fulton Sunrise  700.00 
Greater Utica Sunrise 1,000.00 
Hamilton  1,335.71 
Herkimer  60.00 
Kuyahoora Valley 500.00 
Little Falls  269.00 
Liverpool  1,225.00 
Marcellus  2,565.00 
Moravia  695.00 
New Hartford  1,530.00 
North Utica-Whitestown 500.00 
Oneida  2,350.00 
Oneida Shores  100.00 
Oriskany Falls  0.00 
Oswego  7,396.00 
Oswego Sunrise 27.00 
Rome  5,919.70 
Rotary E-Club                          10,550.00 
Sauquoit  1,170.00 
Sherrill  0.00 
Skaneateles  2,025.00 
Skaneateles Sunrise 135.30 
Solvay Geddes  200.00 
Syracuse   1,375.00 
Syracuse Inner City 1.000.00 
Syracuse Sunrise  0.00 
Tully  1,100.00 
Utica  2,801.82 
Waterville  1,000.00 
West Winfield  500.00 
  
DDF 2007-2008  4,000.00 

DDF 2008-2009  0.00 
Rotary District 7150 180.00 
   
Grand totals from DecïOct 09 

                        $70,558.03 

These are the latest figures of total 

cases of polio year-to-date from No-

vember 2008 to November 2009  

Total cases        2009   2008 Total in 2008 
Globally              1427   1510   1651   (-83) 
endemic coôs      1117   1410   1505 (-293) 

nonendemic coôs  307     110    146 (+197) 

Congratulations go out to Sue Thomas 

who along with her Interact students 

from the Tully Rotary club went out 

door to door on Halloween and raised 

$1,000 for polio. The lives of 1,667 

children will be saved from their ef-

forts.  

Until next month. 

 

Books for the World Project 

by PDG Ward Vuillemot 

(Skaneateles) 

D7150 Books for the World ð con-

tinues to move forwardé 

Oswego School District and Rotarians 

Packed 10 Pallets ð Dec 8 ð The 

Oswego Rotary Club and taken deliv-

ery and packed 10 additional pallets 

of excellent condition textbooks from 

the Oswego School District. Past 

President, Bill Crist, the current 

school superintendent, and his pro-

active Building & Grounds Superin-

tendent, David Crisafulli located and 

collected the books from the Oswego 

schools. Iôve no idea as to the number 

of books, but it amounts to about 

15,000 pounds of top notch educa-

tional materials. This effort included 

many volunteers, including a number 

of the youth from the school district. 

The pallets are sponsored by the 

Oswego Rotary Club, its members, 

local businesses, individual donors, 

and the Fulton Rotary Club. This is a 

real collaborative effort to make a real 

difference it the world. Way to go, 

Oswego Rotary and supporters! 

Seven Service Above Self Awards ð 

Nov 10 ð BFTW Chair and members 

of the BFTW committee presented 

seven ñService Above Self Awardsò 

to members of the CNY transportation 

community at the CNY Transporta-

tion Clubôs annual fund raiser. These 

awards were presented to companies 

and individuals that have given sig-

nificant support to the BFTW project. 

They were: George Joyce, LaserTran-

sit; Transport Club of CNY; Mike 

Kuhns, Mohawk Global Logistics; Joe 

Marini, Bossongôs Commercial Deliv-

ery; Tom Ringwood, New England 

Motor Freight; and AAA Cooper 

Transport. 

For more up to date information on 

the life changing project, visit your 

website at: 

http://d7150booksfortheworld.org/ 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Credo  
The Official Newsletter 

of District 7150 

Newsletter Editor 

PP Dennis Schonewetter (Romeð280-0648, 

schonewetter@west-point.org) 

 

Arlene & DG Fred Cholet 

District 7150 Officers 
DG: Fred Cholet (DeWittð481-5610, 

fcholet@twcny.rr.com) 
DGE: Paul ñPJò Scott (Oswegoð303-4723, 

pj.scott@twcny.rr.com) 
DGN: Jim Gascon (Marcellusð673-4451, 

jjg@ccf-law.com) 
DGND: TBD 

Secretary: Laraine Dell (GUSð735-2554, 
larainedell@roadrunner.com) 

Treasurer: John Howard (Uticað797-6600, 
jhoward@bhcpapc.com) 

IPDG: Larry Calabrese (Uticað736-8404, 
ltclar@roadrunner.com) 

Web Sites: 
www.rotary.org (RI) 

www.rotarydistrict7150.org (District) 

www.rlinea.com (RLI) 

www.RotaryDistrict7150YouthExchange.org (YE)  

Check out our District 7150 web site at www.rotarydistrict7150.org ð itôs great!  

Rotary International District 7150 
4846 Old Oneida Road  Verona New York 13478  
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