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Club President Training for the 
2010ð11 Rotary Year Begins   

By DGE Paul (ñPJò) Scott 
(Eastwood) 

Our current Rotary year, 2009ï10, 

has completed its first half and itôs 

time to begin training for 

those individuals who 

have stepped up and 

agreed to be the leader of 

their respective Rotary 

club. 

Rotary International re-

quires the district 

to train our club 

presidents. Our 

goal is to provide 

a quality-training 

program for all 

incoming club 

presidents. Ex-

perience tells us that a 

well-trained leader helps 

to strengthen our Rotary 

clubs. This year we are 

starting our training series 

called Preparing Our Peo-

ple, a four-part series.  

By contributing to The Rotary Foundation, 

you advance world understanding, goodwill, 

and peace through the improvement of 

health, the support of education, and the 

alleviation of poverty. (Rotary Images) 

 
Part 1: 2010-11 Club President Orienta-
tion and Basics 
(A light dinner will be served at each lo-
cation) 

Attend Either 
Jan 27, 2010, Wed, East (1) 
Jan 28, 2010, Thu, West (2) 

Part 2: 2010-11 Club President Essen-
tials 
(A light dinner will be served at each lo-
cation) 

Attend Either 
Feb 10, 2010, Wed, East (1) 
Feb 11, 2010, Thu, West (2) 

Part 3: Multi-district PETS Attendance Required 
Mar 12-13, 2010, Sat. Syracuse (3) 

Part 4: District Assembly Attendance Required 
May 1, 2010 Sat in Canastota (4) 

(1) 6:00 pm ï 8:00 pm at the Creekside Café, 3888 Oneida Street, New Hartford, NY 

13413 

(2) 6:00 pm ï 8:00 pm at the Baldwinsville Library, 33 Genesee Street, Baldwinsville, 

NY 13027 

(3) Friday 9:00 am ï Saturday 1:00 pm, Double Tree Hotel, 6301 State Route 298, 

East Syracuse, NY 13057 

(4) 8:00 am ï 2:00 pm, Rusty Rail, State Route 5, Canastota, NY 13032 
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District 7150 

Youth Exchange Committee 

by Ray Allen 
(North Utica / Whitestown) 

New YE Website! 

The District Youth Exchange Com-

mittee announced that the new Youth 

Exchange website was launched on 

Jan. 8 and can be found at 

www.rotarydistrict7150youthexchang

e.org. Some sections, the STEP pro-

gram and Outbound section, are still 

under construction but will be com-

pleted shortly. The District YE Web-

site Administrative Committee is 

grateful for the support of the SUN-

YIT Capstone Project Teams, under 

the direction of Prof. Art Tooker who 

helped to make this happen. SUNYIT 

is continuing to provide support and 

several new functions will be added 

this year including automated Post-

exchange Evaluations and download-

able forms for Students, Host Families 

and YEOôs. The site will include a 

password protected section for YEOôs 

to access information that RI and the 

Dept. of State have deemed falls un-

der privacy laws. The YE Website 

Admin Committee is open to sugges-

tions for improvement, which should 

be e-mailed to Ray Allen, toymak-

er1@roadrunner.com, Mary Stronach 

mary@stronachassociates.com, & 

R a n d y  W i l s o n  w i l -

sons1975@verizon.net. Please use a 

subject line of: Website update com-

ments. 

Youth Exchange 

Administrative Assistant Sought  

The District YE Committee is re-

questing letters of interest from non-

Rotarians interested in contracting 

part-time, 300ï500 hours annually, to 

provide administrative/clerical sup-

port to the Youth Exchange program 

of District 7150. Individuals applying 

must have a DBA company associa-

tion. If you know of someone in your 

community who qualifies, please 

make them aware of this opportunity. 

The selected individual must provide 

his or her personal computer hardware 

including computer, printer, fax, and 

high speed internet access. Profi-

ciency in Microsoft Office Profes-

sional (Word, Power Point, Excel, and 

Publisher) and FileMaker Pro is re-

quired. Work hours will be used as 

required to perform assigned tasks 

and will peak at times of increased 

YE activities. Some evening hours or 

a weekend day will be required three 

or four times annually. A Criminal 

Background and Abuse Check and a 

Confidentiality Agreement are re-

quired. Office supplies will be reim-

bursed on a voucher basis. A locking 

file cabinet will be provided. 

Individuals interested in the position, 

should send a brief letter of interest 

(one page maximum) with DBA iden-

tification, individual name, address, 

contact information, and a short sum-

mary of qualifications. It can be e-

mailed to jack@carlilepersonnel.com 

or mailed to: Carlile Personnel, Inc., 

21 Capardo Dr, Whitesboro, NY 

13492, by 10 February 2010. 

Do not send a resume at this time. Ro-

tary members, relatives, or members 

of the District YE Committee are not 

eligible. 

 
North Utica / Whitestown Rotary 

Happenings 

by Dick Lawler 

(North Utica / Whitestown) 

The North Utica / Whitestown Rotary 

recently lost one of its long standing 

members ð Robert Traube. Bob was 

very active in Rotary affairs and was a 

Paul Harris Fellow. 

The Club is sponsoring a Community 

Service Award dinner for Saturday, 

January 30, to benefit the North Utica 

Senior Citizens Community Center. 

This yearôs honoree is George 

Peneree III. He is being recognized 

for his many years of community ser-

vice through several organizations 

including Rotary. The dinner will be 

held at Harts Hill Inn in Whitesboro. 

It begins at 6 PM and will include 

cash bar, deluxe buffet, and an auction 

of over 30 gift baskets. The cost of the 

dinner is $50. Tickets can be reserved 

by calling the Senior Center at 315-

724-2430.  

http://www.rotarydistrict7150youthexchange.org
http://www.rotarydistrict7150youthexchange.org
mailto:toymaker1@roadrunner.com
mailto:toymaker1@roadrunner.com
mailto:mary@stronachassociates.com
mailto:wilsons1975@verizon.net
mailto:wilsons1975@verizon.net
mailto:jack@carlilepersonnel.com
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District 7150 Membership 

by Ron Townsend (Rome) 

Membership is still a prime concern in 

our clubs. Recruiting and retaining 

members is critically important to the 

future of this District. I am reprinting 

two articles of interest about asking 

someone to join Rotary. Remember, 

new members only come when they 

are asked ð ask someone to come to 

Rotary with you! 

Thoughts on Being a Rotarian by 

RRIMC Mark Kriebel (Zone 29 

Member Tips)  

Last week, while in the Dominican 
Republic, my wife Pat and I had 
the pleasure of meeting Rotarian 
Bill Gaimster and his wife Anne. 
Bill is a 33-year-charter member 
and Past President of the Rotary 
Club of Barnsley Rockley in Dis-
trict 1270, England, and Anne is a 
proud, active 
member of In-
ner Wheel. 

Bill and I had 
some wide 
ranging discus-
sions about Ro-
tary and life in 
general, and he 
shared with me 
some thoughts 
from the per-
spective of a 
member of RIBI 
(Rotary in Brit-
ain and Ireland) 
that Iôd like to 
now share with 
you: 

Itôs an honor to be asked to be a 
Rotarian. Bill, by admission, is not 
a joiner. I was reading the new 
Dan Brown book, ñThe Lost Sym-
bol,ò about the Masonic Brother-
hood, and Bill told me that, al-
though he had Masons in his fam-
ily, he is not a Mason. He is a Ro-
tarian because he was honored to 
be asked to join Rotary! 

All Rotary Clubs are unique, and 
we should celebrate all they do! 
Too often, Rotary International and 
Rotary Districts are more inter-
ested in promoting their newest 
emphasis or latest project, rather 
than congratulating their Clubs on 
all the wonderful work they are do-
ing locally and around the world. 
We should recognize the achieve-
ments of every Rotary Club, every 
day, and thus encourage them to 
do more! 

Members will join if asked, but 
they stay if they are involved. For 
a Rotary Club member to become  
committed Rotarians, they must be 

engaged in the 
Clubôs activities 
and fellowship. 
Good speak-
ers, meaningful 
projects, and a 
sense of family 
create an envi-
ronment of ca-
maraderie that 
promotes Club 
growth. 

I want to thank 
Bill and Anne 
Gaimley for 
confirming to 
me what Iôve 
been telling 
o t h e r s  f o r 
years: Rotary is 

a unique opportunity to serve hu-
manity with other community lead-
ers who also enjoy having ñfun 
with a purpose.ò As Rotarians, 
ñEach one should reach one and 
keep one,ò to insure our organiza-
tion flourishes for another hundred 
years!  

Where do Rotarians come from?  

by  Karl Ohrman  

D-7300 Membership Chair  

Where do Rotarians come from? 
Well, you say, they come from 
everywhere. Our local businesses 
or professions, our local residence 
areas, etc. No, what I mean is how 
do people come to be Rotarians. 
The simple and by far the most 
common answer is that another 
Rotarian invited them to join their 
local Rotary club. Thatôs the se-
cret. Thatôs where good Rotarians 
come from. You have to ask good 
people to join your club. New 
members donôt just pop into your 
meetings and ask to join. They are 
invited. 

Unfortunately a troubling statistic 
from Rotary International states 
that ninety percent of active Ro-
tarians have never asked anyone 
to join Rotary. Ninety percent. Can 
you believe that? Itôs true. Odds 
say that you are one of that ninety 
percent. You donôt have to stay in 
that group. Break out of the mold. 
Jot a few names down on a sheet 
of paper. Then simply ask them to 
join you at your next Rotary meet-
ing. 

If you enjoy being a member of 
your club, chances are your 
friends will also. If you are excited 
about Rotary, your friends will be 
excited too. Itôs  not hard. Ask a 
friend to join Rotary today.  
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District 7150 Polio Report 

by PDG Mike Occhipinti (Rome) 
District Polio Chair 

As of December  21, District 7150 has 

raised a total of $75,057.03.  

Clubs                                   Amount 

Adirondack Foothills 750.00 
Auburn 1,000.00 
Aurora 425.00 
Baldwinsville 1.065.00 
Camden 1,263.76 
Camillus 669.37 
Canastota 730.31 
Cato 1,650.00 
Cazenovia 3,000.00 
Chittenango 1,800.00 
Clay-Cicero-N. Syr 200.01 
Dewitt 1,814.00 
Dolgeville 251.05 
Eastwood 3,230.00 
Fayetteville Manlius  1,000.00 
Fulton 800.00 
Fulton Sunrise 700.00 
Greater Utica Sunrise 1,000.00 
Hamilton 1,335.71 
Herkimer 60.00 
Kuyahoora Valley 500.00 
Little Falls 269.00 
Liverpool 1,225.00 
Marcellus 3,909.00 
Moravia 1,070.00 
New Hartford 1,550.00 
North Utica-Whitestown 500.00 
Oneida 2,350.00 
Oneida Shores 100.00 
Oriskany Falls 300.00 
Oswego 7,396.00 
Oswego Sunrise 27.00 
Rome 5,919.70 
Rotary E-Club 10,550.00 
Sauquoit 1,220.00 
Sherrill 250.00 

Skaneateles 2,125.00 
Skaneateles Sunrise 135.30 
Solvay Geddes 200.00 
Syracuse  1,375.00 
Syracuse Inner City 1.000.00 
Syracuse Sunrise  0.00 
Tully 1,100.00 
Utica 2,801.82 
Waterville 1,000.00 
West Winfield 900.00 
  
DDF 2007-2008 4,000.00 
DDF 2008-2009 0.00 
Rotary District 7150 540.00 
 
Grand totals from DecïOct 09 
 $75,057.03 
Even though these Polio figures look 

attractive, we are behind in our fund 

raising efforts as compared to last 

years (2008ï09) totals. We need to get 

into more of our communities and ask 

for their help in raising funds for po-

lio. I had approached our School Su-

perintendent and asked for his assis-

tance to work with the school children 

in helping Rotary raise funds for the 

eradication of polio. I called it: Kids 

working with Rotary to help fight Po-

lio.ò I was given a coordinator to 

work with, and we chose the month of 

January to start our program and end 

it on January 30 (FDRôs Birthday). 

Flyers are going out to all the parents 

explaining what and why we are do-

ing this and also making awareness 

that Polio can come back into our 

country if not eradicated. 

These are comparative figures as to 

where we stand as of December 21. 

Total cases       2009  2008 Total in 2008 
Globally             1503  1572  1651  (-83) 
endemic coôs     1175  1452  1505 (-293) 

nonendemic coôs 328    120    146 (+197) 

On a brighter note a report from the 

GPEI (Global Eradication Initiative) 

that of the three wild polioviruses 

(known as types 1, 2, and 3) type 2 

has not been seen anywhere in the 

world since 1999. This achievement 

led to the development of monovalent 

vaccines, which provide protection 

against a single type with greater effi-

cacy than the traditional trivalent vac-

cine. 

To determine whether a bivalent vac-

cine could effectively protect children 

living in areas where both types circu-

late, a clinical field trial completed in 

June 2008 compared the bivalent oral 

polio vaccine (bOPV) with the exist-

ing vaccines. For both types 1 and 3 

polio, the bOPV was found to be at 

least 30% more effective than the tri-

valent vaccine and almost as good as 

the monovalent vaccines, yet in a 

package that could deliver both at 

once.  

 
Rome Rotary 

Celebrates 90 Years of Service! 

by PDG Mike Occhipinti (Rome) 

On December 1 the Rome Rotary 

Club celebrated 90 years of service to 

the Rome Community, as well as to 

Rotary International with a dinner at 

the Franklin Hotel, attended with a 

little over 70 in attendance. 

Attending our dinner was; District 

Governor Fred Cholet and his wife 

Arlene, PDG Larry Calabrese with his 

wife Annabelle, PDG Gerald Gortner, 

and Governor-Elect Paul Scott with 

his wife Gladys. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Also honoring us with his presence 

was Michael K. McGovern, Past RI 

Director 2006ï08 and RI Vice Presi-

dent 2007ï08 from Cape Elizabeth, 

Maine. 

Following our cocktail hour, the meet-

ing was called to order by Rome Ro-

tary Club President W. Robert 

Herrmann, who also led us in the 

Pledge of Allegiance followed by the 

invocation by Rome Rotarian, Rev. 

Phillip Hearn. 

Before dinner was served, our club 

was presented with two Proclamations 

that were read in the NYS Senate by 

Senator Joseph Griffo and in the NYS 

Assembly by NYS Assemblywomen 

RoAnn Destito. Both proclamations 

covered many of the highlights of the 

90 years of service by the Rome Ro-

tary Club and both proclamations 

were given to President Herrmann for 

our club. 

Following dinner, 

PDG Michael Oc-

chipinti spoke a 

little about the his-

tory of our club 

and mentioned that 

our Charter number 

given to us back on 

December 1, 1919 

by "The International Association of 

Rotary Clubs" was #563. PDG Oc-

chipinti said that our Charter Mem-

bers back in 1919 set the example for 

those of us who followed of "Service 

Above Self" with hopes that the Rome 

Rotary Club would survive the test of 

time and hopefully be around for 100 

years or more. He introduced our 

guests and then honored 14 of our 

Past Presidents and spoke a little 

about each Past President and their 

accomplishments during their year of 

service. 

Our District Governor Fred Cholet 

praised the work of the Rome Club 

and its contributions to our Rotary 

District, and presented Past President 

Ron Townsend a certificate from our 

District for reaching our Polio Plus 

goal during his year as club president. 

A special presentation was made by 

Rome Rotarian William Tuthill, Ro-

tary Foundation Chairman for the 

Rome Club. Rotarian Tuthill surprised 

three Rotarians with the awarding of 

three Paul Harris Fellowships to 

Maria Ramos, Jackie Corbett, and PP 

Ron Townsend. Helping with the 

presentation was PRIVP Michael 

McGovern and DG Fred Cholet. 

Fo l l o w i n g 

the presenta-

tions, PDG 

Michael Oc-

chipinti in-

t r o d u c e d 

Past Rotary 

International Vice President Michael 

McGovern who praised the Rome 

Club, not only for its work within the 

Rome Community but also with its 

work world-wide. He cited what we 

are doing with Polio Eradication, the 

Gift of Life Program that we intro-

duced in our District, and the clothing 

drive that past Rome Rotarians did 

following WWII. He also talked about 

membership and said that Rotary 

needs to be fun. 

In an email that he sent to our club, he 

mentioned that the Rome Rotary Club 

is one of the best ones in the region, 

and with the dedication that he saw at 

the dinner; he remarked that the Rome 

Rotary Club has a bright future. 

Following the Benediction, we were 

musically entertained by the Chatham 

Theatre Players with a host of Christ-

mas songs and they led the entire din-

ner audience in the singing of "Silent 

Night." 

It was an evening to be remembered. 

 
Camdenõs Christmas Projects 

by Terry Schaal (Rome) 

The Camden Rotary Club started a 

strong tradition in the early portion of 

the 1960ôs that lives on today. Christ-

mas baskets were packed and deliv-

ered to the homes of needy families to 

bring some Christmas joy into about 

twenty homes that might otherwise 

not have had much to celebrate with. 

This nearly fifty-year project now 

serves around three-hundred families 

and more than one-thousand people. 

Although the Camden Rotary still 

does the yeomanôs share of the work 

involved, it has become much more of 

a community project. During the fall, 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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our club operates a food stand in the 

village park as a portion of the Home-

coming festivities for the special 

weekend. We sell coffee, doughnuts, 

hot dogs, hamburgs, etc. and the pro-

ceeds from this fundraiser are used to 

support this project. We also send out 

letters to individuals and businesses 

for contributions, and many of theses 

donors have contributed for years to 

this effort. Some even send us money 

before our letters of request go out. 

On 19 December this year, turkeys, 

hams, potatoes, jello, vegetables, des-

sert, etc. were packed into large card-

board baskets and age appropriate 

gifts for the children were packed into 

these boxes to be picked up later in 

the day. A confirmation class from 

one of our local churches supplied the 

gifts. 

Some years ago, the local Marine vet-

eranôs organization partnered with 

Camden Rotary to offer these same 

families more gifts for children under 

the Toys for Tots program. Beginning 

with the construction of boxes, volun-

teers from our club and the commu-

nity work side by side to pack the 

boxes and carry them to waiting vehi-

cles so that Christmas joy and spirit is 

shared throughout the school commu-

nity that Camden Rotary supports.  

 
Cazenovia Raises Money for 

Pennies for Polio 

by Anna Marie Neuland (Cazenovia) 

The Cazenovia Rotary Club takes 

great pride in having donated $2,000 

to Pennies for Polio. 

The money has been collected by Ro-

tarians sitting at local grocery stores 

one weekend each month, both Satur-

day and Sunday. 

We also use the pig each week at our 

meetings to collect loose change. We 

have a weekly one-dollar fine and a 

moment where our Rotarians present 

various mind-stimulating questions to 

us in return for our dollars. 

At the end of this very interesting five 

minutes, we have a bag of marbles 

with only one white marble. When we 

all pay for our dinner, we receive a 

numbered ticket and this ticket is 

drawn at end of fines for a chance to 

draw for that almighty white marble; 

which is quite evasive. The winner 

then receives 50% of collected fines 

to date and the balance goes into our 

general treasury. This past week Jim 

Perry won and donated the proceeds 

of $245 to the Polio fund. 

These may be ideas to be used by 

other clubs to keep the money flowing 

into the eradication of Polio world-

wide.  

 

 

 

 

 
MPH, DeWitt Rotary Work 

Together Through EarlyAct  

by Tami S. Zimmerman  
(Eagle Bulletin / cnylink on 

12/10/09) 

Manlius Pebble Hill fifth-graders are 

learning this year what it means to 

leave positive footprints in the world. 

The class is participating in a Rotary-

sponsored program called EarlyAct, 

specifically geared toward elemen-

tary-aged children who want to be-

come active community volunteers. 

The program is designed to teach vir-

tues such as respect, empathy, toler-

ance, citizenship, compassion and 

leadership. 

ñWeôre very excited about EarlyAct,ò 

said Richard Jenkins, past president of 

the DeWitt Rotary Club. ñEach of us 

wants to do something good for some-

body else. EarlyAct helps you get to-

gether as a group and do more good 

than you could ever do individually.ò 

To date, MPH is the first school to 

embody EarlyAct that DeWitt Rotary 

has sponsored. 

The four committees 

Teacher Sarah FrazziniKendrick 

heads the project with her fifth grade 

class, which they themed ñLeaving 

Positive Footprints.ò As students pre-

pared for the program, they were as-

signed to one of four committees: lo-

cal, school, global or public relations. 

Eight children representing each 

group sat down with the Eagle Bulle-

tin to discuss what theyôve been doing 

since EarlyAct launched in October: 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The Local Committee is community 

project-oriented. Member Athena 

Czerwinski-Burckard described what 

her team does to benefit the greater 

part of Syracuse. 

ñWe help the Salvation Army earn 

money and we also [work with] Habi-

tat for Humanity,ò she said. ñRight 

now, weôre going to send holiday 

cards to Hospice and weôre going to 

try to get help from the second, third 

and fourth grades to make cards.ò 

The School Com-

mittee is specific 

to MPH and its 

students. Its most 

current project in-

volves making 

posters that will 

hang in the dining 

hall to remind 

peers about a par-

ticular manner each week. 

ñEvery week on Monday, we would 

like to go up and say the manner, and 

hope for kids to do that,ò said com-

mittee member Maggie Carmen. ñFor 

example, this weekôs manner could be 

óelbows off the tableô or óask to get 

upô ð one of those.ò 

ñBooks for the Worldò is a project 

that the Global Committee chose to 

help kids in South Africa. The mem-

bersô goal is to collect up to 600 gen-

tly-used books; about 100 per grade 

from pre-K through fifth. DeWitt Ro-

tary will then have the books shipped 

to the Rotary District 9300 Distribu-

tion Center in Johannesburg, Republic 

of South Africa, to be distributed to 

countries where English is one of the 

primary business languages. 

Global Committee co-chair Lydia 

Kelley teamed up with a friend in the 

Public Relations Committee to create 

a flier distributed to homes last week. 

The flier defined the book drive and 

provided a link for parents to visit for 

m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n 

(d7150booksfortheworld.org). Look-

ing ahead, both Kelly and co-chair 

Nick Jerge said their group has lots of 

ideas with which they would next like 

to work. 

The Public Relations Committee, as 

mentioned above, sees that all projects 

are promoted throughout the school. 

Its function is fun-

damental in raising 

funds and aware-

ness. 

When asked if 

their experience so 

far with service 

projects has had an 

effect on them, 

each child re-

sponded with an emphatic, ñyes.ò 

They said they like helping others and 

plan to continue as volunteers in the 

future. 

ñWe are very pleased and encouraged 

by the kids at MPH EarlyAct and the 

interest and efforts they have shown 

toward making a difference in their 

school, their community and the 

world,ò Jenkins said. ñWe anticipate 

they will do great things and set an 

example for other school-age children 

about ñLeaving Positive Footprints.ò  

 
Foundation makes 
Rotaryõs work possible  

by PRIP Glenn E. Estess Sr. 
(RI Foundation Trustee Chair ) 

January is Rotary 

Awareness Month ï a 

time to learn more 

about our organiza-

tion, and a time to fo-

cus on our public im-

age. Raising aware-

ness of Rotary is an 

important part of the RI Strategic 

Plan: The more Rotary is known for 

its good work, the more good work 

Rotary will be able to do. 

As Past RI President Robert Barth of 

Switzerland said, ñWe believe that the 

Rotary pin on our lapel sends a mes-

sage. It says, óYou can rely on me. I 

am dependable. I am reliable. I give 

more than I take. I am available.ôò 

Because of The Rotary Foundation, 

people around the world know that 

they can depend on Rotary in their 

time of need. It is the Foundation that 

allows Rotarians to say yes to calls for 

help, when otherwise we might be 

forced to say, ñThere is nothing we 

can do.ò 

As Rotarians, you are here because 

you believe in Service Above Self. 

And as Rotarians, you know that 

through Rotary, you can have an im-

pact beyond what you could ever hope 

to have as individuals. One person, no 

matter how great the talents and re-

sources, is limited. Working alone, 

there is only so much that can be 

done. But when we work together, 

when we pool our resources with 

those of 1.2 million other Rotarians 

around the world ð and with the re-

sources of our Rotary Foundation ð 

we can make a difference that will be 

remembered for generations. It is up 

to all of us.  

(Continued from page 6) 
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Fulton RC Dictionary Project 

by Dick Kemmis (Fulton) 

Fulton Rotarian, Donald Ross, has 

just completed the distribution of stu-

dent dictionaries to all of the Volney 

Elementary School third graders.  

Each year, the Fulton Rotary Club, 

purchases over 300 dictionaries and 

gives a copy to all of the third-grade 

students in the Fulton Consolidated 

School District.  This is just one of 

many community service projects that 

the Fulton Rotary does to promote 

literacy.  

 

Oswego RC Youth Exchange 

Weekend 

by Mark DuFore (Oswego) 

The Oswego Rotary Club held their 

annual Youth Exchange Weekend in 

early December. Twenty-three stu-

dents from our District enjoyed a full 

weekend of activity. Arrival was on 

Thursday evening at the Bishop Com-

mons Assisted Living Facility, and the 

students spent time together before 

going home with their host families. 

On Friday they went to local elemen-

tary schools to share information 

about their countries and answer ques-

tions from young children. After din-

ner with host families, they attended 

an Oswego State University Menôs 

Hockey game and were recognized 

between periods. Saturday began with 

a tour of the Scriba Volunteer Fire 

Station. They got to try on firefighting 

gear as well as learn the operation of 

the trucks and other equipment. From 

there they had a nice lunch at the 

Springside Retirement Community 

and met and spent time with the resi-

dents. After lunch it was back to 

Oswego State and a meeting with in-

ternational students at the university. 

Then it was off to the bowling alley to 

enjoy a couple of hours of bowling. 

Host families then picked up the kids 

for dinner, and in the evening they 

had a party at the Oswego Youth Cen-

ter. Sunday morning was spent with 

host families before being dropped off 

back at Bishop Commons to depart 

for home ð tired but happy.  

 

Skaneateles RC 

Christmas Cookies 

by Lori Ruhman (Skaneateles) 

Baking cookies as a gift for others has 

become a tradition among students in 

Skaneateles High School and Skane-

ateles Middle School. 

Led by the Rotary Interact Club, stu-

dents in school clubs and classes 

baked an estimated 150 dozen cookies 

this season, which amounts to about 

1,800 gingerbread men, sugar cookies 

and frosted treats. 

On the community end, Robin Pola-

chek contributed 60 to 70 dozen with 

the help of daughter Hana, who serves 

as vice president of the Interact Club 

and coordinated efforts within school. 

Robin Polachek delivered the cookies 

to the outreach office at the Skaneate-

les Ecumenical Food Pantry to be in-

cluded in the pantry's Christmas bas-

ket program. She estimated there were 

200 to 220 homemade cookies this 

year already at the panty. 

Home and Careers students from the 

high school and middle school baked 

for several days, while other students 

hit the kitchens after school to pitch 

in.  
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Newsletter Editor 

PP Dennis Schonewetter (Romeð280-0648, 

schonewetter@west-point.org) 

 

Arlene & DG Fred Cholet 

District 7150 Officers 
DG: Fred Cholet (DeWittð481-5610, 

fcholet@twcny.rr.com) 
DGE: Paul ñPJò Scott (Oswegoð303-4723, 

pj.scott@twcny.rr.com) 
DGN: Jim Gascon (Marcellusð673-4451, 

jjg@ccf-law.com) 
DGND: TBD 

Secretary: Laraine Dell (GUSð735-2554, 
larainedell@roadrunner.com) 

Treasurer: John Howard (Uticað797-6600, 
jhoward@bhcpapc.com) 

IPDG: Larry Calabrese (Uticað736-8404, 
ltclar@roadrunner.com) 

Web Sites: 
www.rotary.org (RI) 

www.rotarydistrict7150.org (District) 

www.rlinea.com (RLI) 

www.RotaryDistrict7150YouthExchange.org (YE)  

Check out our District 7150 web site at www.rotarydistrict7150.org ð itôs great!  
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