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Books for the World Project 

by PDG Ward T. Vuillemot 

(Skaneateles) 

An Opportunity with a Challenge 

ð Through the good efforts and con-

tacts of Rotarian Dan Morrow, the 

Books For The World (BFTW) pro-

ject has received 

a donation of 

about 19 pallets 

loaded with new 

Early-Learner, K

-12 grade books 

has been made 

by ProLiteracy 

of Syracuse. 

These books are 

destined for 

Swaziland in Af-

rica next month. Our challenge is to 

fund the first leg of the journey to the 

seaport in Houston Texas, which will 

cost about $100 per pallet. We are 

asking clubs, individuals, or firms to 

sponsor a pallet (about 1,700 lbs) of 

these books at $100 per pallet. We 

will place the name of the donor on 

the sponsored pallet. This can be ar-

ranged by contacting coordinator, 

Ward Vuillemot at 315-685-8133, 

wardtv37@mac.com, or sending a 

check made out to Rotary CNY 

Books for the World c/o Ward Vuille-

mot, 8 Teasel Lane, Skaneateles NY 

13152. Write in the memo of the 

check ñProLiteracy books.ò 

BFTW Collections to Date ð As I 

write this, I can report that the BFTW 

has collected more than 90 pallets or 

2,160 cartons of more than 76 tons of 

books since the projectôs inception in 

October 2008. Thirty-eight of our Ro-

tary clubs and their associated youth 

groups have participated as individual 

contributors, or in partnership with 

others to make up these numbers. A 

number of these are multi-pallet con-

tributors. If you or your club or or-

ganization has 

not done so, 

please join our 

band of happy 

B o o k l e g g e r s . 

The listing of 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g 

clubs and organi-

zations and more 

information on 

the project can 

be found on our website at: 

www.CNYBooksForTheWorld.org 

BFTW Expanding Further into 

CNY and beyond ð The project has 

been invited to display and share at 

the Rotary District 7170 (to our south) 

and D7120 (to our west) district con-

ferences. I attended both conferences 

in late April and found excitement 

and some partners in our endeavor 

resulting in a number of clubs joining 

us. I have been asked to present the 

project to a Connecticut district in 

early fall with the expectations of that 

district setting up a similar organiza-

tion as ours in D7150. Success is con-

tagious! 

ñOne SMALL book makes a BIG 

difference to a child of the world.ò  

Rotarians partner together on 

National Immunization Day in 

Moradabad, India. 

(Photo by Rotary Images.) 
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Recycling DeWitt Rotary 

Pancake Day 2010  

by Mark Strodel (DeWitt) 

Last year, the Rotary Club of DeWitt 

began a program to compost the waste 

generated at their annual Pancake Day 

event held in early May. Items for 

compost included paper plates, nap-

kins, cups, milk cartons, empty sugar 

packets, food refuse, boxes, packag-

ing, and supplies that in previous year 

were thrown in the trash. The only 

items unable to be composted were 

some of the plastic wrappings and 

utensils that were collected and recy-

cled. 

DeWitt Rotary experienced wonderful 

support from various groups of volun-

teers who helped reduce the total 

amount of trash in 2009 to little more 

than a 30 gallon bag. 

In a letter received from OCRRA, it 

was stated that our ñevent was the 

perfect opportunity to share the im-

portance of recycling and composting 

with the community. OCRRA ap-

plauds you for a job well done!ò 

The Rotary Club of DeWitt has set the 

bar high for another ñGreen Eventò on 

Saturday, May 8, 2010. It was our re-

sponsibility to show what can be done 

to help our environment and it is by 

our motto ñService above Selfò that 

DeWitt Rotary incorporates a pro-

gram of education and utilization of 

available resources to ultimately 

benefit our community and the chari-

ties we serve. 

The Rotary Club of DeWitt made this 

56th Annual Pancake Day on Satur-

day, May 8, 2010, an ongoing recy-

cling success.  

 

District 7150 

Water Projects Report  

by Joette Deane (Oswego) 

District Water Projects Chair 

District 7150 has a history of saving 

childrenôs lives with clean water pro-

jects. Last year 6 of 6 projects were 

funded, with 40 % of clubs participat-

ing. 

This year the following clubs are on 

their way: 

Adirondack Foothills, Dolgeville, 

Kayahoora Valley, and Little Falls 

clubs have all contributed to DGN 

Jim Gasconôs Dominican Republic 

water project to make the first well a 

reality. Jimôs visit has been resched-

uled due to his work situation. Clubs 

who have expressed interest in the 

second well of the project are: Skane-

ateles Noon and Sunrise Clubs, Syra-

cuse, and Utica. 

The Rome Rotaryôs Interact Club 

raised $1,000 for the Haiti project. 

Baldwinsville and Chittenango are 

interested in different Haiti water pro-

jects. The Moravia Club has funded a 

clean water well initiative in Nigeria. 

REMEMBER, you are saving chil-

drenôs livesé As Gandhi said, ñNo 

matter how insignificant what you do 

may seem, it is important to do it.ò In 

our district a small contribution ($75) 

to purchase a water filter saves the 

children of a familyé wells and wa-

ter storage facilities can be made dis-

ease freeé 

JOIN US! Contact me about your wa-

ter project . 

District 7150 DGN 

Jim Gascon on-site in the 

Dominican Republic with a 

happy clean water recipient. 
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ROTARY LEADERSHIP 

INSTITUTE (RLI) 
Getting More Bang for your Buck   

by Jenny Doane (Eastwood) 

It is actually $65 bucks to be exact 

and it is money well spent. The stock 

market is swinging upward, the sun is 

shining more here in CNY, and spring 

is in the air. So is more Rotary knowl-

edge. And you thought you knew eve-

rything there was to know about Ro-

tary! 

As I entered Session One many years 

ago, I felt that I knew all I needed to 

know about Rotary. I was wrong. As I 

entered Session Two, I knew much 

more and felt this will be a breeze. As 

I entered Session Three, I was hum-

bled about the lack of knowledge on 

my part about Rotary. Then as I 

graduated from Session Three and 

headed for the Graduate Course, I felt 

fairly well prepared. I will say that the 

Graduate and Facilitator courses were 

extremely enjoyable and packed with 

a wealth of information, just as the 

previous courses had been. 

It is worth the drive and the money to 

take these courses. It is worth spend-

ing a day with fellow Rotarians from 

other districts as well as your own, 

and it is worth the time to learn all we 

can about the greatest community ser-

vice organization in the world. The 

more education we have the better we 

will be as individuals. This education 

about Rotary and the world will 

broaden our knowledge base and help 

you to achieve the goals you have set 

for yourself in this organization. 

Try it on for size. If you have not 

taken any of the RLI courses you 

would be surprised how enjoyable and 

informative it can be. Andé your 

club should pay for your courses. 

Check it out ð we would love to have 

you join us. 

Please see the RLI website which is 

linked to our District Website for 

schedules. 

  

District 7150 Polio Report 

by PDG Mike Occhipinti (Rome) 
District Polio Chair 

Clubs                                   Amount 

Adirondack Foothills 755.00 
Auburn 1,000.00 
Aurora 425.00 
Baldwinsville 1,115.00 
Camden 1,263.76 
Camillus 1,169.37 
Canastota 730.31 
Cato 1,650.00 
Cazenovia 3,000.00 
Chittenango 2,200.00 
Clay-Cicero-N. Syr 200.01 
Dewitt 4,234.00 
Dolgeville 251.05 
Eastwood 3,285.00 
Fayetteville Manlius  1,000.00 
Fulton 1,300.00 

Fulton Sunrise 800.00 
Greater Utica Sunrise 1,100.00 
Hamilton 1,335.71 
Herkimer 60.00 
Kuyahoora Valley 500.00 
Little Falls 369.00 
Liverpool 1,225.00 
Marcellus 4,166.00 
Moravia 1,120.00 
New Hartford 1,570.00 
North Utica-Whitestown 500.00 
Oneida 2,350.00 
Oneida Shores 100.00 
Oriskany Falls 300.00 
Oswego 7,521.00 
Oswego Sunrise 37.00 
Rome 7,521.36 
Rotary E-Club 10,550.00 
Sauquoit 1,320.00 
Sherrill 375.00 
Skaneateles 2,625.00 
Skaneateles Sunrise 135.30 
Solvay Geddes 200.00 
Syracuse  3,375.00 
Syracuse Inner City 1.000.00 
Syracuse Sunrise  525.00 
Tully 2,100.00 
Utica 2,811.82 
Waterville 1,000.00 
West Winfield 950.00 
  
DDF 2007-2008 4,000.00 
DDF 2008-2009 0.00 
Rotary District 7150 540.00 
 
Rotary International so far has raised 

$117.5 million towards its $200 mil-

lion challenge from the Bill and Ma-

linda Gates Foundation. 

These are the comparative figures on 

polio as to where we stand as of 27-

April 2010 . 

Total cases       2010  2009 Total in 2009 

Globally                71    328             1,606 
endemic coôs        42    240             1,256 

nonendemic coôs  29      88                350 
(Continued on page 4) 

2010 Session Three Graduates 

in Verona last month 
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As you can see our Polio Plus Chal-

lenge Report as of April 27, 2010 has 

increased from our March report by 

$5,247.51. I would like to see our Ro-

tary District go over and surpass the 

$100,000 thousand dollar figure by 

June 30. We need to raise $13,800 to 

reach our mark. 

Iôm asking every club in our District 

to help us reach this mark. Iôm not 

sure how many in our District saw on 

Wednesday evening, April 21, the 

American Idol program where within 

the very first hour of their show raised 

15 million dollars world-wide to help 

stop the spread of starvation and Ma-

laria along with other diseases that kill 

or cripple children all over the world. 

In March of this year 85 million chil-

dren under the age of 5 will be immu-

nized against polio in 19 countries 

across West and Central Africa in a 

massive effort of cross-border coop-

eration at stopping a year long polio 

epidemic. 

Global polio eradication is achievable 

and stepped-up efforts to end the dis-

ease are paying off. As of April 20, 

Nigeria has reported two cases of po-

lio in 2010 compared with 193 cases 

for the same period in 2009. India has 

reported no new cases in the past five 

weeks. 

Remember, as long as polio threatens 

one child anywhere in the world, chil-

dren everywhere remain at risk. The 

stakes are high.  

 
District 7150 Haiti Project 

by PDG Marlene Brown 

(D7150 e-Club)  

The last week of March 2008, then 

District Governor Marlene Brown and 

District 7150 eClub NY1 Rotarians 

Earl Lewis & Brad Brown traveled to 

Haiti at their own expense to attend 

the D7020 District Assembly and 

meet with Haitian Rotarians. After 

several meetings with the D-7020 

Governor, their Task Force, and Club 

Rotarians, the team was able to agree 

upon a Matching Grant project in 

Thibeau, Haiti area. This has been an 

intensive and time-consuming closing 

of a matching grant for several rea-

sons: 1.) most of the Rotary Club of 

Cap Haitian members speak Creole, 

so it is always necessary to work 

through interpreters; 2.) after our trip 

down there, the northern part of Haiti 

got hit hard by three hurricanes in a 

row; 3.) then the southern part of the 

island got hit by the devastating earth-

quake, which also impacted the north-

ern part. [Haiti is the third poorest 
country in the world. The aver-

age per capita income is $1 per 
day. Even before the earth-
quake, 60% of the people went 
to bed hungry every night; 70% 
are illiterate. A city of 130,000 
on the north coast, Cap Haitian 
operates with practically no wa-
ter. The little it has is contami-
nated. Our goal is to try to make 
a difference.] 
January 7th, 2009, we were notified 

that our Matching Grant #67285 had 

been approved! On April 17, 2010, I 

wrote on our Haiti blog ñEven with 

my personal sadness that there still 

has been no communication from 

Rosieôs family, our Rotarian friends in 

Haitiôs District 7020 continued to 

move forward positively. Rotary 

eClub NY1 and our District 7150 Ro-

tary Club donations have contributed 

$24,731 to date to RIôs Rotary Foun-

dation DAF Haiti Relief Fund.ò Just 

this week, Thursday, April 29, 2010, 

our patient and consistent communi-

cation with the Cap Haitian Rotarians, 

the Haiti Task force Co-Chairs PDG 

Dick McCombe (my classmate) and 

Haitiôs Dr. Guy Theodore, Past RI 

Director Barry Rasin, Past D7150 

Foundation Chair Jack Luchsinger, 

and Rotary Internationalôs Matching 

Grant point person for the Haiti area, 

the last of the required paperwork was 

secured and our grant money is in the 

process of being released. It has been 

logged in TRF's system, and 

MG#67285 is on its way to being sent 

(Continued from page 3) 

Raoul Auguste (Cap Haitien RC 

member), Dr. Guy Theodore (Haiti Task 

Force Chair), and PDG Marlene Brown. 

Rotary International Haiti Committee. 
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for payment. Thank you to all of you 

who helped us make a difference in 

the lives of people so close to our 

shores who remain proud and spiri-

tual, even though they have so little. 

Itôs a project weôll stay with and con-

tinue to help in any way we can. Our 

eClub members will travel back down 

when the project is completed for a 

special ribbon cutting ceremony.  

 
Syracuse Mayor Minor 

at DeWitt Rotary  

by Mark Strodel (DeWitt) 

The photo above shows Syracuse 

Mayor Stephanie Miner with Presi-

dent Elect Harold Graves and Pro-

gram Chair Leo Eisner . 

Mayor Miner spoke to DeWitt Rotary 

at their weekly luncheon meeting 

Monday 04/19/10. She centered her 

discussion on the Onondaga County 

sales tax debate and the work she is 

doing in conjunction with County Ex-

ecutive Joanie Mahoney.  

 
District Simplified Grants   

by Bob Batley (DeWitt) 
District Foundation Chair 

The district simplified grants (DSG) 

program is funded by 20% of the dis-

trict designated Fund (DDF) which is 

50% of the Annual Giving Fund con-

tributed three years prior to the issue 

of the DSG to The Rotary Foundation 

(TRF). The above percentages may be 

modified under the Future Vision Pro-

gram. 

The DSG program is controlled by the 

specific instructions and limitations of 

the TRF through the SHARE pro-

gram. 

The DSG program is administered at 

the district level by the District Rotary 

Foundation Committee (DRFC). The 

details and promotion of the DSG pro-

gram are handled by a Sub-Committee 

of the DRFC. 

Applications from the clubs for the 

DSG Grants are approved by the 

DRFC. Payments of the approved 

grants are on a reimbursement basis 

when a club completes project. Final 

Reports must be submitted with cop-

ies of paid invoice amounts which are 

paid by the District Treasurer. 

Progress reports are due every 12 

months and a Final Report is due 

within two months of the completion 

of the project. The report forms are 

available on the internet from TRF or 

from the DRFC. 

Reports must use the TRF forms and 

be type-written (not longhand). The 

club must retain the original receipts 

but send copies to the DRFC with the 

reports. Copies of reports and the re-

ceipts must be retained by the clubs 

for a period of at least five years fol-

lowing closure of the project grant.  

 

Auburn Rotary 95th Anniversary  

by Ed Helinski (Auburn)  

Fellowship and camaraderie were key 

at the Auburn Rotary Club's 95th 

birthday celebration and reunion of 

former members April 9 at the Au-

burn Holiday Inn. Among the nearly 

60 attendees were past, present, and 

honorary Rotarians from Auburn, Mo-

ravia, Cato and Aurora. Our honored 

guest was Congressman Michael Ar-

curi. 

ñThe main purpose of our gathering is 

fellowship,ò said Don Grillo, Auburn 

Rotary Club president, while giving 

Henry MacDonald, former president 

and co-chair, credit for suggesting a 

reunion to include former members. 

Grillo stressed how special it was to 

have so many people in the same 

group sharing the same values that 

Rotary has of promoting service 

above self. 

ñIt's the first time a mayor, a county 

chairman, and a U.S. Congressman 

have been together at one of our cele-

brations,ò said Ed Helinski, Auburn 

Rotary co-chair for this event. 

Haiti District Assembly 

(D7150 eClub President Earl Lewis is 

third from the left) 
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Auburn Mayor Michael Quill, State 

Senator Mike Nozzolio, and Assem-

blyman Gary Finch presented procla-

mations to the Auburn Club. Gover-

nor David Paterson, who was invited 

to the event but could not attend due 

to prior obligations, sent a congratula-

tory letter which praised the history 

and efforts of the Auburn Club. 

U.S. Rep. Michael Arcuri presented 

the club with a Congressional Certifi-

cate of Appreciation. He underscored 

the historical thread from the club's 

honoring Civil War veterans up to to-

day with veterans from Afghanistan. 

ñIt gives a whole new meaning to ser-

vice,ò Arcuri said. ñIt's about building 

our future. You have undoubtedly 

touched the lives of countless indi-

viduals.ò 

Grillo gave Arcuri a token of the 

club's appreciation ð a Band-Aid. 

ñNo matter how you vote on health 

care,ò Grillo said, ñsomebody's bound 

to be mad at you.ò 

The Auburn Club, with 45 members 

initially, was founded on April 12, 

1915 in the Palm Room at Osborne 

House, sponsored by Syracuse Club 

No. 42. 

From its inception, the Auburn Rotary 

Club took on service projects. After 

only one month after its inception, our 

club sponsored the sending of 17,000 

illustrated booklets to other cities. 

These booklets described Auburnôs, 

culture, manufacturing 

climate, and housing 

architecture. By Octo-

ber 15, club member-

ship grew to 85 mem-

bers, and the club 

sponsored picnics for 

children and helped 

distribute food baskets 

to the poor during the 

Christmas holidays. 

During the next few 

years Auburn Rotarians helped supply 

automobiles on Memorial Days to vet-

erans of the Grand Army, the Spanish 

American War, and from the Mexican 

border incident. Also, our club aided 

in the purchase of a truck for Com-

pany A of the National Guard and as-

sisted in variety of civilian war efforts 

during World War I. 

By 1919 our club voted unanimously 

to acquire land for a camping site to 

be used by the Boy Scouts. Owasco 

Lake land was purchased in 1920 and 

later deeded to the Boys Scout Coun-

cil as the beginning of Camp Rotary. 

It is still in use today. 

In October 1923, the Auburn Rotari-

ans were honored for its work with 

crippled children by receiving the 

Warren G. Harding Memorial Flag as 

at a Rotary district conference in 

Rochester, NY. 

In 1945, the Rotary club purchased 

and presented to the first blood bank 

in the city to Auburn Memorial Hos-

pital. Our club had contributed to both 

Auburn Memorial and the former 

Mercy Hospital over the years to pur-

chase specialized equipment. 

Auburn RC President Don Grillo and Congressman Michael Arcuri 
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In terms of further community service, 

it was the Auburn Rotarians who pro-

vided Hoopes Park and Auburn with a 

fountain in 1966. The water spray 

changed different colors with this new 

fountain. 

And in terms of keeping in the theme of 

community, the Auburn Rotary Club 

banner was designed by Professor Wal-

ter K. Long and portrays a drawing of 

the front of the Cayuga Museum of His-

tory and Art and the words ñHome of 

Sound on Film.ò 

Over the years, Auburn Rotarians have 

supported numerous agencies such as 

the Heart Fund, Cancer Fund, March of 

Dimes, Cerebral Palsy Fund, Salvation 

Army, John T. Gavras Center, Big 

Brothers and Sisters, Cayuga Museum, 

YMCA, Camp Columbus, Girls Scouts, 

Boys Scouts, TomatoFest, Willard 

Chapel, Winterlude, Success By Six 

and Cayuga Counseling, etc. 

Our club hosts and sponsors exchange 

students, Rotary Group Study Exchange 

professionals and Rotary Friendship 

Exchange participants from all over the 

world, and has done so for many years. 

In fact, one of our current club mem-

bers, Jessica Harkins, participated in a 

28-day, Group Study Exchange to Bra-

zil in May 2009. It served as a lifelong 

cultural, professional, and educational 

learning process. 

And in terms of education, the Auburn 

Rotary Club first established a Founda-

tion in 1930 for the purpose of loaning 

money to high school graduates who 

lacked sufficient funds to begin or con-

tinue their education. Repayments of 

the loans were to be made upon com-

pletion of their education and their en-

trance into the business field. Many 

area youth were able to obtain a college 

education as a result of these loans. 

The club discontinued these loans in 

1970 due to the many alternative grants 

and scholarships available through gov-

ernment, educational institutions, and 

other sources. 

And internationally, our club has spon-

sored and supplied well drilling and 

clean water projects, clothing, school 

supplies, and computers to schools in 

Argentina. We actively participate in 

Rotary Internationalôs ñBooks For The 

Worldò project whereby school books 

are collected locally and shipped to Af-

rica for distribution to schools. And our 

club collaborated with other Central 

New York clubs to send aid to Haiti. 

During 95 years of existence, Auburn 

Rotary has utilized many diverse meth-

ods to raise funds for its goals. These 

ranged from ñThe Womanless Wed-

ding,ò ñRotary Frolics,ò Vaudeville, 

Rotary Chorus, Symphonies, band con-

certs, grand opera, dances at the Ar-

mory, Institutes of International Under-

standing, Thanksgiving Ball, auctions, 

travelogs, All-Star Magic Revue, smor-

gasbords, pancake breakfasts, auctions, 

Salvation Army kettle drive, Polio Plus, 

AMBA blood screening programs, 

sports memorabilia raffles, food sales, 

Bon Ton Roulet and Erie Canal Bicycle 

Ride transportation, 200 Club raffles 

and golf tournaments. 

As we prepare in the next five years for 

our Centennial Celebration, the Auburn 

Rotary Club will continue to serve the 

local and international communities. 

We thank those initial club members in 

1915 and our fellow club members 

from over the years, for having the fore-

sight, vision and focus in making a dif-

ference and making Auburn a better 

place.  

 

Credo Information 

by Dennis Schonewetter (Sherrill) 

Credo Editor 

Submissions to the 2009ï10 Credo are 

due no later than the first day of 

each month. The Credo will be pub-

lished and distributed on or about the 

tenth day of each month. Send your 

articles to schonewetter@west-

point.org. 

Distribution will be through email, on 

the District 7150 Web Site, and USPS 

mail. 

Emailed copies will go to all club 

presidents & secretaries, the District 

Staff, AGs, PDGs, and other persons 

designated by the DG. The Credo will 

also be available on the District 7150 

Web Site as soon as it is published. 

DG Fred hopes that each club will 

make copies of the Credo available to 

their members through their own club 

email list and via paper copies to 

those members who do not have ac-

cess to email.  

mailto:schonewetter@west-point.org.
mailto:schonewetter@west-point.org.
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