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Message from the 

District Governor 

by DG Fred Cholet (DeWitt) 

As my Rotary year 

comes to a close I 

would like to thank 

all the clubs who 

welcomed me and 

all those Rotarians 

who helped me dur-

ing the year. 

Although we have not met the Polio 

goal for our District of $100,000 for 

the year we still have time to send in 

the contributions — so please do so 

before June 30. 

I realize that this year has been chal-

lenging for membership. We must all 

try to keep membership a priority for 

our clubs. Thank you for all the clubs 

that have increased their membership. 

Many clubs have done service pro-

jects this year — with Books for the 

World a leader, thanks to PDG Ward. 

Keep up the good work. 

Child Mortality — let’s not forget 

about Child mortality and the cribs 

project in your community. 

Joint Ventures — we should continue 

to promote joint ventures with other 

clubs in our district, outside our dis-

trict, and with other organizations to 

make all projects more successful and 

meaningful. 

Please do not forget your pledge to 

The Rotary Foundation. This is im-

portant if we are to meet the domestic 

and global challenges in our world 

today. 

The best way to promote Rotary in 

your community is to wear your pin 

and talk to your friends about Rotary. 

Thank you to all the District Leaders 

and my home club, Dewitt, for your 

help and support.  

 

The Little Project That 

Thought It Could 

(Books for the World)  

by PDG Ward T. Vuillemot 

(Skaneateles) 

The Little Project That Thought It 

Could — Two years ago, a Skaneate-

les Rotarian visited South Africa in 

support of an Adult Literacy project 

our district clubs have supported in 

the past. Prior to leaving, he visited 

the Skaneateles HS Interact Club, and 

was asked to see if an international 

project could be found in that region, 

which that club could participate in. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Clorinda Palomina, 8, drinks from an 

outdoor sink in Peru, built with the 

help of a District Simplified Grant 

that provided funds for construction 

materials. (Photo by Rotary Images.) 
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He ran across a book project in Johan-

nesburg, SA, which could use some 

more children's books. This project 

seed was brought back and the Inter-

act Clubs of Skaneateles and Tully 

pickup ran with the ball; found, sorted 

and packed a number of pallets of 

books. From out of these initial ef-

forts, grew the D7150 Books for the 

World project that now includes 38 of 

our clubs, two adjoining districts and 

numerous other community organiza-

tions and firms. It has become known 

as the CNY Rotarian Books for the 

World, since it has expanded beyond 

our district boundaries. 

From the beginning of the BFTW pro-

ject 18 months ago, the Rotarians, In-

teractors, and others have found, 

sorted, packed and shipped an as-

tounding 90+ pallets of 2,230 cartons, 

or 82 tons of gently used and new 

books to the Southern regions of Af-

rica and beyond. In just the past 

month, two 53' semi-loads have de-

parted on their first leg of their jour-

ney to thousands of children in need. 

These efforts have been supported by 

numerous businesses and transporta-

tion professionals in the region 

through their generous gifts of ware-

house space, transport, and advice. 

For additional information and up-

dates on the project, go to the CNY-

B F T W  w e b s i t e  a t : 

www.cnybooksfortheworld.org. 

This is just one example of the many 

hundreds of projects started each year, 

that have grown into significant life 

changing efforts, that were initiated 

by Rotarians with a vision. A vision 

coupled with the knowledge that Ro-

tarians working together as a team, 

coming together with their commu-

nity’s local and businesses leaders, 

and others can do wondrous things to 

make this a better, more peaceful 

world. 

What is your vision, and how can 

you make it happen through the 

magic of Rotary?  

 

MPH EarlyAct Adopts 

Snow Leopard  

by Richard Jenkins (DeWitt) 

EarlyAct is a community service ini-

tiative in Manlius Pebble Hill’s Lower 

School. The initiative, supported by 

the Rotary Club of DeWitt, is led by 

the fifth grade students, who also 

chair and direct the various EarlyAct 

committees. The Public Relations 

Committee chose to adopt an animal 

at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo at Bur-

net Park, feeling that the adoption 

would help the animal, and at the 

same time, raise awareness of the 

community service initiative at 

Manlius Pebble Hill. 

The fifth graders presented their idea 

to the entire lower school, asking 

them to vote for adopting either of 

two animals – the snow leopard or the 

penguin. Students could ―vote‖ with 

spare change and dollars, and the ani-

mal that raised the most money would 

be adopted by MPH EarlyAct. Dis-

cussion was intense as students voted. 

In exercising their voice and choice, 

the children felt they were leaving a 

positive footprint in their community. 

Ultimately, the snow leopard won the 

contest and, on behalf of the nearly 

200 lower school students, EarlyAct 

was thrilled to make a total donation 

of $289.72 to the Rosamond Gifford 

Zoo in support of the snow leopard.  

MPH EarlyAct officers and class representatives posing with their possible zoo 

http://www.cnybooksfortheworld.org
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District 7150 Polio Report 

by PDG Mike Occhipinti (Rome) 
District Polio Chair 

Clubs                                   Amount 

Adirondack Foothills 755.00 
Auburn 1,000.00 
Aurora 425.00 
Baldwinsville 1,115.00 
Camden 1,263.76 
Camillus 1,169.37 
Canastota 730.31 
Cato 1,650.00 
Cazenovia 3,000.00 
Chittenango 3,400.00 
Clay-Cicero-N. Syr 200.01 
Dewitt 4,234.00 
Dolgeville 251.05 
Eastwood 3,285.00 
Fayetteville Manlius  1,000.00 
Fulton 1,300.00 
Fulton Sunrise 800.00 
Greater Utica Sunrise 1,100.00 
Hamilton 1,335.71 
Herkimer 1,560.00 
Kuyahoora Valley 500.00 
Little Falls 769.00 
Liverpool 1,225.00 
Marcellus 4,166.00 
Moravia 1,431.00 
New Hartford 1,600.00 
North Utica-Whitestown 500.00 
Oneida 2,350.00 
Oneida Shores 100.00 
Oriskany Falls 300.00 
Oswego 7,521.00 
Oswego Sunrise 37.00 
Rome 9,077.91 
Rotary E-Club 10,550.00 
Sauquoit 2,000.00 
Sherrill 375.00 
Skaneateles 2,745.00 
Skaneateles Sunrise 135.30 

Solvay Geddes 200.00 
Syracuse  3,375.00 
Syracuse Inner City 1.000.00 
Syracuse Sunrise  525.00 
Tully 2,100.00 
Utica 2,811.82 
Waterville 1,000.00 
West Winfield 950.00 
  
DDF 2007-2008 4,000.00 
DDF 2008-2009 0.00 
Rotary District 7150 540.00 
 
Rotary International so far has raised 

$122.4 million towards its $200 mil-

lion challenge from the Bill and Ma-

linda Gates Foundation. 

These are the comparative figures on 

polio as to where we stand as of 25 

May 2010 . 

Total cases 2010 2009 Total in 2009 

Globally 237 474 1,606 
endemic co’s 52 349 1,256 

nonendemic co’s 185 125 348 

Pakistan 20 17 89 
India 20 49 741 
Nigeria 3 276 388 
Afghanistan 9 7 38 

Tajikistan 141 0 0 

A wild outbreak in Tajikistan has 

been detected representing the first 

importation of the poliovirus in the 

WHO European Region since it was 

certified polio-free in 2002 with 141 

new polio cases reported so far this 

year. The virus is most closely related 

to viruses originating in Uttar 

Pradesh, India. Tajiistan began its 

emergency outbreak response on May 

1; with NIDs immunizing 1.1 million 

children under six. Further immuniza-

tion rounds will be held from May 17 

and June 1. The government has un-

dertaken a massive communication 

campaign, including full media cover-

age and social mobilization with sup-

port from UNICEF, which organized 

a media workshop for local journalists 

in Dushanb. 

Bill Gates from the Gates Foundation 

said that the world would not be 

where it is without Rotary-and it 

won’t get where it is without Rotary. 

As you can see, our Polio Plus Chal-

lenge Report as of May 25, 2010 has 

increased from our March report by 

$5,249.55. I would like to see our Ro-

tary District by June 30 go over and 

surpass the $100,000 thousand dollar 

figure. We need to raise $8,541.76 to 

reach our mark. 

At our District Assembly I asked that 

all of our clubs in this coming year 

keep polio high on your clubs list of 

priorities.  

 

Fulton Youth Exchange 

by Dick Kemmis (Fulton) 

Fulton Rotary Club Youth Exchange 

officer, Judy Young, center, is happy 

to greet Vasunun "Amp" Chianwa-

tanasuk, left,  at a recent Rotary Club 

meeting.  Amp is from Thai-

land.  Amp was the Rotary exchange 

student during the 2006-2007 aca-

demic year at G. Ray High School in 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Fulton.  She has been attending col-

lege in this country and returned to 

Fulton to visit her American family 

and friends.  Johanna Dominque, right 

is this year's Rotary exchange stu-

dent.   Johanna is from France and 

will be returning home at the end of 

her school year.  

 

Overview of RI's Leadership Structure 

From www.rotary.org 

Clubs — Rotarians are members of 

more than 32,000 Rotary clubs, which 

belong to the global association of Ro-

tary International (RI). Each club elects 

its own officers and enjoys considerable 

autonomy within the framework of Ro-

tary’s constitution and bylaws. 

Districts  — Clubs are grouped into 

approximately 530 RI districts, each led 

by a district governor, who is an RI of-

ficer and leads about 50 clubs. The dis-

trict administration, including assistant 

governors and various committees, 

guides and supports the clubs. 

The RI Boards — The 19-member RI 

Board of Directors, which includes the 

RI president and president-elect, meets 

quarterly to establish policies.  

The Secretariat — RI is headquartered 

in Evanston, Illinois, USA, with seven 

international offices in Argentina, Aus-

tralia, Brazil, India, Japan, Korea, and 

Switzerland. The office of Rotary Inter-

national in Great Britain and Ireland 

(RIBI), located in England, serves clubs 

and  di s t r i c t s  in  tha t  region. 

          The Secretariat’s active managing 

officer is the general secretary, who 

heads a 650-member staff working to 

serve Rotarians worldwide. 

Council on Legislation — The Council 

on Legislation, Rotary’s ―parliament,‖ 

meets every three years to deliberate 

and act upon all proposed enactments 

and resolutions submitted by clubs, dis-

trict conferences, the RIBI Conference 

or General Council, and the RI Board. 

The Council itself also makes propos-

als. 

The Trustees of The Rotary Founda-

tion — The 15 directors of The Rotary 

Foundation are appointed by the RI 

president, with the agreement of the RI 

Board. The Trustees manage all busi-

ness of the Foundation. Each trustee is 

appointed to a four-year term.   

 

Fulton Honors Students 

by Dick Kemmis (Fulton) 

Two Fulton High School honor students 

visited the Fulton Rotary Club at a re-

cent noon meeting.  They discussed 

their past accomplishments and future 

plans.  Alexis Semeraro, left, has ex-

celled in art and drama.  She plans on 

attending Rochester Institute of Tech-

nology and majoring in film anima-

tion.  Amanda Wood, right, has served 

in many leadership roles while in high 

school.  She works with students in spe-

cial education, serves as editor in the 

school newspaper, and is active in sev-

e r a l  s c h o o l  a n d  c o m m u n i t y 

groups.  Amanda plans on attending 

Daemen College and majoring in Physi-

cal Therapy.  Handing the students their 

achievement awards is Rotarian Judy 

Young.  

 

Credo Information 

by Dennis Schonewetter (Sherrill) 

Credo Editor 

Submissions to the 2009–10 Credo are 

due no later than the first day of each 

month. The Credo will be published 

and distributed on or about the tenth 

day of each month. Send your articles 

to PDG Ward Vuillemot, the incoming 

Credo Editor at wardtv37@mac.com. 

Distribution will be through email, on 

the District 7150 Web Site, and USPS 

mail. 

Emailed copies will go to all club presi-

dents & secretaries, the District Staff, 

AGs, PDGs, and other persons desig-

nated by the DG. The Credo will also 

be available on the District 7150 Web 

Site as soon as it is published. 

DG Fred and DGE PJ hope that each 

club will make copies of the Credo 

available to their members through their 

own club email list and via paper copies 

to those members who do not have ac-

cess to email.  

(Continued from page 3) 

mailto:wardtv37@mac.com


Credo — Rotary District 7150 Newsletter — June Issue 

Page 5  



Credo — Rotary District 7150 Newsletter — June Issue 

Page 6  



Credo — Rotary District 7150 Newsletter — June Issue 

Page 7  



Credo — Rotary District 7150 Newsletter — June Issue 

Page 8  



Credo — Rotary District 7150 Newsletter — June Issue 

Page 9  

 

 
2010-2011  

Rotary District 7150 Conference 
Is going to   

SPRING AHEAD 
on May 13-15, 2011 

Hilton Hotel & Conference Center, Scranton, PA 
 

  

HILTON SCRANTON and CONFERENCE CENTER ELECTRIC CITY BUILDING, SCRANTON, PA 

REGISTRATION FEE, LODGING & MEALS 

DOUBLE OCCUPANCY - $545 Per Couple 

Includes 2-Nights accommodations on Friday & Saturday nights 
including 1-hour Governor’s reception on Saturday night, 
Themed Dinner on Friday & Dinner Banquet on Saturday.  
Breakfast Buffet on Saturday and Sunday mornings, Coffee 
Breaks.  All Service Charges, Taxes, Parking and Registration 
Fee are included. 

We encourage participants of the Rotary District 7150 
Conference to bring their children.  Foodservice rates will be 
available for children and Cribs and Cots fees. 

SINGLE OCCUPANCY - $420 Per Person 
Includes:  Same as above, except for 1-person 

CONFERENCE w/o Lodging:  
$320 per Couple - $200 per Person 

 

AREA ATTRACTIONS IN SCRANTON, PA 

CHOOSE FROM A VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES:  

FRIDAY MORNING: Golf Tournament (location TBD) 

SHOPPING: Within a short walk from the Hilton Hotel & 
Conference Center is the Mall at Steamtown and The Shoppes 
at Montage are a 5 minute drive from downtown Scranton. 
MOHEGAN SUN AT POCONO DOWNS:  Feeling 
lucky?  Visit Pennsylvania’s 1st Casino delivering exciting 
racing and casino action.  
LACKAWANNA COAL MINE TOUR: Descend slowly 
into the earth in a mine car as you enter the old Slope #190.  
Watch the sky slowly disappear. Soon you’ve reached “the 
foot”. 

STEAMTOWN NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE: Located 
in the heart of downtown Scranton is this National Historic 
Site.  At this facility, the history of American steam railroading 
has been preserved for the continued education and 
enjoyment of future generations. 

ELECTRIC CITY TROLLEY STATION & MUSEUM: 
Get a feel for what the tracks were like in the early days. 
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Credo 
The Official Newsletter 

of District 7150 

Newsletter Editor 

PP Dennis Schonewetter (Sherrill—280-0648, 

schonewetter@west-point.org) 

 

Arlene & DG Fred Cholet 

District 7150 Officers 
DG: Fred Cholet (DeWitt—481-5610, 

fcholet@twcny.rr.com) 
DGE: Paul “PJ” Scott (Oswego—303-4723, 

pj.scott@twcny.rr.com) 
DGN: Jim Gascon (Marcellus—673-4451, 

jjg@ccf-law.com) 
DGND: Lou Steppello (Utica—724-4097,  

lams1louis@aol.com) 
Secretary: Laraine Dell (GUS—735-2554, 

larainedell@roadrunner.com) 
Treasurer: John Howard (Utica—797-6600, 

jhoward@bhcpapc.com) 
IPDG: Larry Calabrese (Utica—736-8404, 

ltclar@roadrunner.com) 

Web Sites: 
www.rotary.org (RI) 

www.rotarydistrict7150.org (District) 

www.rlinea.com (RLI) 

www.RotaryDistrict7150YouthExchange.org (YE)  

Check out our District 7150 web site at www.rotarydistrict7150.org — it’s great!  

Rotary International District 7150 
4846 Old Oneida Road  Verona New York 13478  
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