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The purpose of this newsletter isto focus on Polio
Eradication Campaign activitiesin zones 31 and 32. We hope
you will support Bruce Frassinelli, past governor of District
7150, who isserving as editor and publisher of thisperiodic
newsl etter, by sharing innovativeideas and success stories
with him. We will also attempt to keep you informed of new
materials and toolsthat may be helpful or of interest.

Public relationsisakey dimension of this campaign, and
Carol AnnWeisenfeld, past district governor of District 7630,
will begiving leadershipinthisareato Rotariansin thetwo
zones. Please contact her if you have special requests. The
four Zone Poalio Eradication Campaign leaders-- Hogie
Hansen, Brad Jenkins, Lou Marciano and Jim Spencer -- will
always be availableto answer questions or support an
initiativeinyour district. Pleaseinvolve them.

Toinsure success, your leadership isthekey. All Rotarians
must be given the opportunity to contribute, and your
personal commitment will lead theway. AsRotarians, weare
The Promise-K egpers; Rotary must fulfill its promiseto
eradicate this dreaded disease from the face of the earth by
2005, our centennial year. Your commitment to this promise
will not only be appreciated by The Rotary Foundation, but,
more importantly, by children of theworld.

Don Osburn, National Coordinator of the Polio Eradication
Campaign Zones 31 and 32, served as Rotary International
Director 2000-02. Contact him at 29773 Chilcutt Rd, Easton,
MD 21601; tel:410-822-4305; e:dosburn@shore.intercom.net
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Our Purpose by Don Osburn Our Quest by Bruce Frassinelli

The urgency of our quest to make the world
polio-free by Rotary's centennial year in 2005 has
been underscored by our president, Bhichai Rattakul.
Confirming Rotarians' effortsto raise $80 millionto
closeacritical funding gap, Rattakul warnsthat unless
we defeat polio now, wewill lose everything we have
gained. "It isan enormous undertaking," he added,
““but our commitment will benefit millionsof children
around theworld." Rattakul promisesthat we
Rotarianswill continueour effortsuntil every childis
protected, in every country. According to the World
Health Organization, therewere 770 cases of wild
poliovirusreported between September 2001 and
September 2002. Theseincluded: 540inIndia, 119in
Nigeria, 93in Pakistan, six in Afghanistan, fiveeachin
Niger and Somaliaand two in Egypt.

The Promise-K eeper newsletter isintended to keep
Rotariansin Zones 31 and 32 aware of innovative
effortsto keep the commitment to raise the necessary
fundsto achievethe Polio Eradication Campaign goal.
The newsletter also isintended to keep Rotarians
aware of where we are in the worldwide effort to beat
back the polio scourge.

Our president says the Rotary Foundation provides
Rotarianswith unlimited opportunitiesto do goodin
theworld. “"We must remember," Rattakul says, " that
every act of service, no matter how small, islikea
seed, aseed of lovethat will germinate and grow."

It isimportant that we sow the seeds of love
through The Rotary Foundation. As Rattakul points
out: " These seedswill take root around the world,
providing alegacy of hopefor future generations." As
leaders of the Polio Eradication Campaign effort, we
need to step forward to make our pledges as an
exampleto rank-and-file Rotarians. If you haven't
made your pledge, please do so this month to your
club'sdesignated Polio Eradication Campaign chair.

Bruce Frassinelli is publisher & editor Q
of The Promise-Keeper



Private support from Banking Community by Dan Mooers

Like most successful projectsin Rotary, it took a single
Rotarian to sharean ideathat hasblossomed into an
exceptional publicimageopportunity and an outstanding
fundraiser for Rotary’spolio eradication campaign in District
7780 (S. Maine, SE New Hampshire and NE M assachusetts).
Shortly after | spokeat her club about the polio fundraising
campaign, Allison Field, outgoing president of the Exeter,
N.H . club and manager of two bank branches, forwarded me
acopy of an e-mail she had sent to the bank president.

Themessagewasto the point: Shethought the bank should
contribute$100 for each Rotarian employeeand allow each
branch tohaveapoliodisplay inviting customer sto donate.
Russ Cole, bank president and a Rotarian, eagerly embraced
theidea. Our district secretary and graphic designer
developed a poster, and, within a couple of weeks, polio
eradication displaysbegan to appear in the 23 branches of
Ocean National Bank in Maineand New Hampshire. At
about thesametime, photosof our District Governor, Tim
Placey, accepting a $2,200 check ($100 for each of the 11
Rotarian/employees) began appearingin local paperswith a
story about thebank’sparticipation in Rotary’spolio
eradication fundraising efforts.

Theink wasnot dry on thefirst check when | called Past
District Governor MarieWilliams, manager of acompetitor
bank. When | told her what Ocean National Bank wasdoing,
shecalled her bank’spresident to seewhether Kennebunk
Savings Bank also could beinvolved. Having been asked to
betheKennebunk club’sPEC chair, bank President Joel
Stevensthought polio eradication was an excellent usefor the
bank’s“ community service” budget. After ameetingwith me,
he agr eed hisbank would donate $500 to each club with a
Kennebunk Savings Bank employee asa member, with the
stipulation themoney goto The Rotary Foundation for polio
eradication. Governor Tim wason theroad again, thistime
having hispicturetaken receiving therepresentative check
for $4,500. L ocal paper sagain picked up thestory about
Kennebunk Savings' participationin Rotary’seradication
fundraising campaign. A coupleof weekslater | wasvisiting
the Boothbay Harbor, Maine, club and waspleased when a
visiting Rotarian approached meto say that hehad heard me
speak about polio eradication thepreviousweek at hisclubin
New Hampshire. Hewasvisiting with hisson, also a
Rotarian. When | asked hisclassification, | learned he was
president of asmall Federal SavingsBank.

| went to my car, got the posters, and the next day e-mailed
Peter Hamblett, bank president. A short timelater, | droveto
Dover, N.H., and signed him up for adonation of $200 for
each of hisfive Rotarian employees. Governor Tim picked up
thecheck for $1,000 and another photo opp so local papers
could betold about Federal SavingsBank of Dover’s
participation in Rotary’seradication fundraising campaign.
Liz Valliere, district secretary, went towork designinga
poster, and displayswent up in the bank'sfive branches.

| recently received an excited call from the bank’s PR

representativeto tell methat abank customer, after looking at
the poster, wrote a check for $10. Thestory isnot quite
finished. Recently | contacted the PEC chair for another local
club, suggesting that he might want to appr oach oneof his
member swhoisthepresident of another small bank in southern
Maine. He did, and theresponse was positive. Shortly, the
district will haveanother bank’scheck for polio eradication,
and thefour branchesof the Saco-Biddeford Savings|nstitution
will havepolio eradication postersinviting thepublictolearn
mor eabout the campaign and to makea contribution. Now
banksin morethan 30 of thedistrict'scommunitiesare
displaying poster sabout polio eradication, and clubsare
wor kingwith morebanksto sign up additional contributors.

Whilethedistrict committee naturally wantsthe money these
effortsbring, we are even moreinterested in the positiveimage
Rotary’seffort portraystothecommunities. It hashad a
positiveinfluence on the morale of theinvolved clubs, and we
are seeing clubsincreasetheir goals. So far, clubsin thedistrict
have committed toraise morethan $325,000, and the number
increases each week. We have been able to send about $55,000
tothe Foundation, and another $20,000isin transit. Several
major new initiativesareplanned, and the excitement continues
to grow asclub member sseethereaction of the publicto our
effort. (Dan Mooers, past Rotary International Director and
governor of District 7780 in 1990-91, livesin S. Portland, Maine)
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District 7150 Polio Campaign Chair, PDG Ed Paparella, left,
and District Governor Don Reese, right, present symbolic check
to Rotary International President Bhichai Rattakul during a
recent three-day visit to central New York. Rattakul was the
featured speaker at adinner in Rome, N.Y., thefirst timean RI
president hasbeen in thedistrict in 20 years. District 7150
reached new heightsin thePolio Eradication Campaign when it
eclipsed its $300,000 goal with $320, 225 in pledges, and the
amount continuesto grow daily. °



Rotary Statistics as of November, 2002 in Zones 31 & 32

Name of |# Clubs District Goal # Clubs having |#Clubs reporting|Personal Total amount DDF Funds
District in District programs commitments commitments commited to date
7040 63
7120 68 25 25 $124,200.00
7150 45 $300,000.00 35 35 $320,225.00
7170 43 22 22 $150,109.00
7190 46
7210 66 43 18 $52,850.00
7230 43
7250 40
7260 33 $120,000.00 10 5 $11,000.00 | $10,000.00
7350 45
7370 32 $150,000.00 5 $2,500.00 $40,100.00
7390 47
7410 45 $35,000.00 29 2 $2,750.00 $6,000.00
7430 49
7450 53 $450,000.00 12 1 $2,500.00 $7,395.00 [ $25,000.00
7470 55 $250,000.00 37 11 $38,413.00 | $20,000.00
7490 51 26 $26,000.00
7500 41
7510 47
7620 65
7630 44 $300,000.00 44 7 $156,900.00
7640 48
7780 45 $300,000.00 $325,000.00
7790 56 $1,121.00
7810 42 $3,385.00
7850 39 30
7870 58 $6,000.00
7890 65 250,000.00 $12,451.00
7910 53 $250,000.00 $32,315.00
7930 46 $10,200.00
7950 66 $300,000.00 $14,353.00
7980 65 $360,000.00 $63,675.00
Totals $3,065,000.00 $7,750.00 $1,401,692.00 | $55,000.00

Polio: The Funding Gap

Polio Cases Triple in India

News mediareportsindicate that polio casesin India have
nearly tripled in thefirst half of thisyear compar ed with thesame
period ayear ago. Accordingtothosereports, thedisclosure
““could set back theworld'sdrivetowipeout thevirusby 2005."
Two decades ago, thereports continue, I ndia saw tens of
thousandsafflicted with polio every year, but wasnow thought to
beon thelast lap in theraceto wipe out the disease after an
immunization campaign. TheNational Polio Surveillance Project
reported 86 new casesfrom January through Junethisyear,
compared to 31 cases over the same period last year, the news
reportsindicated. Rotary officialsinvolved in the Polio Eradication
Campaign urged Rotarianstore-doubletheir effortstoensurethat
our goal isreached by 2005, Rotary's centennial year.




he effort to raise $80 million this year
to eradicate polio will take a massive

public relations effort. Each

community has news mediawhich
can serve as aconduit to get information to not only
the general public but also to Rotarians who tend not
to read internal communications. Some Rotary p.r.
chairsareturned off by their relationshipswith their
community's newsmedia, complaining "they never
print what | sendin," ““they're not interested" or
““they have something against Rotary."

In most cases, these are misperceptions. Most
local news mediawant local newsand information.
Asinall thingsinlife, thereareright and wrong
waysto deal with challenges such asthese. We call
them knowing the ““rules of the game." You need to
know therulesif you're going to play the game
effectively. Hereare 10 tipsto help you or your
public relations chairsget publicity and into the
game:

-- Know the policies of the newspapers, TV
stations, cable systemswith which you are dealing.

-- Make contact with the person who will hande
your organi zation's news releases and information.

-- Understand the differences among the various
media. Weekly newspaperswill betheeasiest to
access, then daily newspapers, then TV.

-- Let media decision-makers know of key events
well in advance of activity -- 7 to 10 daysis good.

-- Many weekly newspaperswill use articlesas
submitted, so learn how to write them accurately,
interestingly, succinctly andin the appropriate style.
Never ask for an article not to be edited or changed.

-- Remember, the main purpose of public relations
isnot to develop apretty scrapbook of clippingsand
photos or to brag to other club members. It'sto
inform the public, tell your organization's story and
toelicit action on the public's part.

-- If you have an ideafor a story or photo, don't
hesitate to call the media. That'swhy it's good to
have contact persons. Have agimmick or ahook --
something out of the ordinary.

-- If one or more media representatives attends a
function, be sure to have someone assigned to help
with photo identificationsand logistics.

-- Themedia are interested in information about
events before they occur.

-- If you're frustrated, don't quit. Call adecision-
maker and try to straighten out the issues-- calmly
and without threats. Don't be afraid to ask for help.

Media
Tips

Promise
Keeper

Followingisalist of contactsfor
the Polio Eradication Campaign
newsletter in zones 31 and 32.

Contacts

V If you have articlesfor this newsletter, including campaign
success stories,photos and other information youwould like
to share with Rotarians in the two zones, send them to Bruce
Frassinelli, editor and publisher of The Promise-Keeper, 139
ArcadiaAvenue, Oswego, NY 13126 (315-342-4180; e-mail:
brucep@ai usa.com; fax: 315-312-5658)

v Don Osburn, national coordinator, Polio Eradication
Campaign for zones 31 and 32, 29773 Chilcutt Road, Easton,
MD 21601 (410-822-4305; e-mail:
dosburn@shore.intercom.net; fax: 410-822-9615)

v Carol Ann Weisenfeld, public relations coordinator for
Polio Eradication Campaign, PDG 7630, 1304 Hilltop Ave.,
Wilmington, DE 19809-1628 (H: 302-791-9179; B: 302-792-
0100; e-mail: ri7630dg0102@aol.com; fax: 792-0111)

v Neil Garber, contributi ng editor to The Promise-K eeper,
8120 Cedar Road, Elkins Park, PA 19027 (215-635-6576; e-

mail: rotaryneil @aol .com; fax: 215-635-4368)

vV MarleneBrown, layout and distribution editor of The
Promise-Keeper, PO. Box 840, Clark Mills, NY 13321 (H:
315-853-5092; B: 315-853-1318; e-mail:
marlene@technotouch.com; fax: 315-853-4636)

V' G. Holger Hansen, zone leader, PDG 7450, 25 Forest
Lane, Swarthmore, PA 19081 (H: 610-543-6395; B: 610-
896-1220; e-mail: ghansen@comcast.net; fax: 543-2059)

v Brad Jenkins, zoneleader, PDG 7470, 12 Maple Village
Court, Bernardsville, NJ07924 (908-766-4790; e-mail:
bradjenkins@worldnet.att.net; fax: 908-766-7904)

v Lou Marciano, zone leader, PDG 7950, 221 Hillcrest
Drive(N), Cranston, Rl 02921-2621 (H/B/fax: 401-942-
8573; e-mail: lou7950@aol.com)

V' Jim Spencer, zone leader, PDG 7190, 140 L awyers
Lane, PO. Box 470, Middleburgh, NY 12122-0470 (518-
827-4448; e-mail: poppop@midtel.net; fax: 518-827-7787)

V Dick Drukker, regional Rotary Foundation coordinator
Zone 32, 67 Wendover Court, Bedminster, NJ 07921 (908-
470-9019; e-mail: rdrukker3@aol.com; fax: 908-470-9014)
vV Mac L eask, regional Rotary Foundtion coordinator for
Zone 31, 91 Brookmere Drive, PO. Box 320235, Fairfield,
CT 06432-0235 (H: 203-259-5083; B: 203-384-1237; e-mail:
mac@l eask.com; fax: 203-384-9157)

vV Frank Collins, RI Director 2002-04, 200 Timber Trail,
East Hartford, CT 06118-3560 (H/B/fax: 860-568-3497; e-
mail: frankceil @aol.com)
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